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ZimmNews – December 2007
Thank you to all our clients, sponsors and friends for a wonderful year.  It’s hard to believe how far the use of new media in agricultural marketing has come in just a year.  In last year’s newsletter we were still introducing the concepts of agriblogging and farm podcasting.  Maybe 2008 will be your company’s year to take part in the online conversation.  If so and you’re looking for consulting, design or production, the innovators at ZimmComm are here to help.

New Media Tip: 

Joining the online conversation is becoming easier and easier.  Starting a blog or a podcast can be done with tools you may already have.  But you don’t actually even have to start one of these to get your message online and in a search engine friendly environment.  Think YouTube and Flickr.  There are other sites out there but these are the ones we recommend you focus on.  If you’ve got a point and shoot digital camera, chances are it shoots pretty good video/audio.  Even today’s smart phones will let you get in on the action.  Take the new Helio Ocean as an example.  With a YouTube account you can easily upload video clips, which can include interviews with key company personnel, product demos, event activities, the list is endless.  With Flickr you can upload your still images of many of the same content ideas.  In both cases, make sure you add all the key word tags you can think of which will help your members or customers find you.  Both services provide you with ready made hyperlinks and code to place your content on your website or in electronic documents like emails or newsletters.   There’s a subscription mechanism using RSS built into both services so people can subscribe to your content too!

Where have we been lately?  Things kind of wind down at the end of the year and that’s okay.  It’s time to get “caught up.”  Yeah, right.  But since we’ve communicated last we’ve featured coverage of the NAMA Agribusiness Forum thanks to Paulsen Agri-Branding, the National Farm-City Week Luncheon, the NAFB Convention and the North Central Weed Science Society Annual Meeting.

 
Where are we going?  To start, we’re going to take some time off for the holidays and away from the winter weather in South Florida, although you can continue to find interesting news and information on our websites.  The action starts to heat up in January with the Beltwide Cotton Conference, followed closely by the National Cattlemen’s Convention, the National Biodiesel Conference, the National Ethanol Conference and Commodity Classic.  That’s two trips to Nashville, two trips to Orlando and one to Reno.  There are others in the works for the first quarter of the new year, but those are for sure. 

Online event coverage/Sponsorship Opportunities:  There are a number of event opportunities available to take advantage of our unique way to increase your online exposure while creating great custom content for you.  Some of them include the American Farm Bureau Convention, International Green Week and the International Poultry/Hay Expo.  Looking a little further ahead there’s the World Ag Expo in February.  Just give us a call or email Chuck for a quote today.
 
Advertising on ZimmComm News Blogs –  Remember to include us in your new media plans for the new year.  You can find the rate cards for ZimmComm sites using the following links: AgWired, World Dairy Diary and Domestic Fuel.   Keep our AgNewsWire service in mind too when you’re planning to distribute your next news release and want to target ag journalists.  We specialize in Talking News Releases (containing multimedia content).

Till next time ... stay AgWired!

Chuck & Cindy Zimmerman

ZimmComm New Media

1600 Skyview Dr.

Holts Summit, MO  65043

573-896-5842 office/fax

www.zimmcomm.biz  

Publishers of:

AgWired – www.agwired.com
Domestic Fuel – www.domesticfuel.com
World Dairy Diary – www.worlddairydiary.com
AgNewsWire – www.agnewswire.com- Your national agricultural news release distribution service featuring Talking News Releases

New Media Consultants- Blogging and Podcasting
Remember to send your news & announcements to news@agwired.com 

