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Strong Plants, High Yields for Soybeans Treated with CruiserMaxx Pak 

GREENSBORO, N.C. December 15, 2005 ― (AgNewsWire) Cruiser®Maxx® Pak proved its strength and value during its first year of commercial use. CruiserMaxx Pak-treated soybeans showed stronger stands, better plant vigor and quicker canopy, ultimately flourishing into a high-yielding crop. Planted on two million acres in 2005, CruiserMaxx Pak protected soybeans against a broad spectrum of early-season insects and diseases to maximize crop potential and boost yields. 

Across the Midwest, growers who planted CruiserMaxx Pak-treated soybeans saw better plant health and vigor leading to increased yields over untreated acres. "We had a side-by-side demonstrating CruiserMaxx Pak-treated soybeans versus non-treated soybeans,” said Al Perry of Aurora, Neb. “The untreated soybeans had a lower population compared to the taller and thicker CruiserMaxx Pak-treated soybeans. There were also no bean leaf beetle holes in the leaves of the soybeans treated with CruiserMaxx Pak. At harvest, the CruiserMaxx Pak-treated soybeans yielded four bushels-per-acre higher than the untreated soybeans.”


Seed dealers who offered CruiserMaxx Pak were impressed by its performance and happy to offer a new product to their customers. “I think the key benefit of CruiserMaxx Pak is plant health,” said Chuck Kuntz of Harveyville Seed Company in Harveyville, Kan. “The cost of production is so high that it pays to get soybean plants off to a strong start to increase the chance for higher yields. An extra couple of bushels per acre can more than pay for the cost of the treatment, and if you can get an extra three to four bushels, you’ve gained 10 to 15 dollars an acre and that starts adding up.”  (:20) ([image: image2.png]
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CruiserMaxx Pak is a promotional combination of two separately registered products: Cruiser seed treatment insecticide and an ApronMaxx® brand seed treatment fungicide that delivers top-of-the-line protection against a broad-spectrum of early-season insects and diseases. CruiserMaxx Pak protects soybean seeds and seedlings against seed- and foliar-feeding insects including soybean aphid, bean leaf beetle, seedcorn maggot and wireworm. In addition, it provides excellent protection against all major seed- and soil-borne disease pathogens, including Pythium, early-season Phytophthora, Rhizoctonia, Fusarium, seed-borne Sclerotinia, seed-borne Phomopsis and general seed rots. 

“CruiserMaxx Pak had an outstanding first year in the marketplace and in the field,” said Mark Jirak, crop manager, Syngenta Seed Treatment. “We have received very positive feedback from growers and dealers on its ability to improve plant stands and vigor as well as speed to canopy and plant health. We anticipate a substantial increase in the number of acres planted with CruiserMaxx Pak next season as word spreads of the performance soybean growers saw this year. As the premier seed-applied insecticide/fungicide combination for soybeans, CruiserMaxx Pak will no doubt continue to be a market leader next season.”  (:28) ([image: image3.png]
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The following seed companies offer CruiserMaxx Pak-treated soybean varieties: AgSource, Beck’s Hybrids, Brodbeck Seeds, Brown Seed Enterprises, Burtch Seed Company, Croplan Genetics, DF Seeds, Diener Seeds, Frontiersmen Hybrids, FS Seed, Garst Seed Company, Glen Seed Farms, Great Lakes Hybrids, Golden Harvest Seed Company, Inc., HiSoy Brand Seed, IntegraSeed, Irrer Seeds, Isch Seeds, Jung Seed Genetics, Kaltenberg Seed, Kaup Seed, Kauffman Seed, Kaystar Seed, Kruger Seed Company Legend Seeds, LG Seeds, McKillip Seeds, MFA Incorporated, Monsanto, Mycogen Seeds, NK Brand, NuTech Seed, Peterson Farms Seed, Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Producers Hybrids, Proseed, Renze Hybrids, Rupp Seeds, Schlessman Hybrids, Seeds 2000, Seed Consultants, Settlemyer Seed Company, Stauffer Seeds, Stewart Applied Performance Genetics, Stone Seed, Spangler SeedTech, Sucrosco Seeds, Vigoro Seeds, Wensman Seeds and Wilken Seeds.
In addition, approximately 600 certified treaters are slated to offer CruiserMaxx Pak-treated soybean varieties in the following states: Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota and Wisconsin. To find the dealer closest to you, please visit http://www.cruisermaxxpak.com.

Maximum soybean yields are often achieved with the combination of CruiserMaxx Pak and a foliar insecticide application of Warrior® with Zeon Technology® later in the season. Syngenta recommends applying Warrior immediately once insect populations reach economic thresholds (as established by local university extension specialist).
For more information on CruiserMaxx Pak, visit http://www.cruisermaxxpak.com, contact your local Syngenta Crop Protection or Seed Treatment representative, or ask your local seed dealer.

Syngenta is a world-leading agribusiness committed to sustainable agriculture through innovative research and technology. The company is a leader in crop protection, and ranks third in the high-value commercial seeds market. Sales in 2004 were approximately $7.3 billion. Syngenta employs some 20,000 people in over 90 countries. Syngenta is listed on the Swiss stock exchange (SYNN) and in New York (SYT). Further information is available at http://www.syngenta.com. 

# # #

This press release contains forward-looking statements, which can be identified by terminology such as “expect,” “would,” “will,” “potential,” “plans,” “prospects,” “estimated,” “aiming,” “on track” and similar expressions. Such statements may be subject to risks and uncertainties that could cause the actual results to differ materially from these statements. We refer you to Syngenta’s publicly available filings with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission for information about theses and other risks and uncertainties. Syngenta assumes no obligation to update forward-looking statements to reflect actual results, changed assumptions or other factors. This release does not constitute, or form part of, any offer or invitation to see or issue, or any solicitation of any offer, to purchases or subscribe for any ordinary shares in Syngenta AG, or Syngenta ADSs, nor shall it form the basis of, or be relied on in connection with, any contract therefore. 

Important: Always read and follow label instructions before buying or using any of these products. 

ApronMaxx®, Cruiser®, Maxx®, Warrior®, Zeon Technology® and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. 
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