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Top Ethanol Stories for 2011
RFA President Bob Dinneen comments on the year in review
 

Ethanol industry developments in 2011 have set the stage for a new era in American ethanol history.  In this edition of “The Ethanol Report,” Renewable Fuels Association president and CEO BobDinneen comments on the year and review and some of the top ethanol stories of 2011.
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The program is voiced by reporter Cindy Zimmerman.  It is in the format of a complete program called "The Ethanol Report." Please feel free to use as you wish, edited or in its complete form. If you have any problems downloading the audio file, please contact ZimmComm New Media at 573-896-5842.    Separate sound bites from the report are included as links below.

----------------------------

Renewable Fuels Association president and CEO Bob Dinneen comments on what RFA calls the top five stories of 2011 for the ethanol industry.

1.  In January, EPA gave final approval for 15 percent ethanol to be used in model year 2001 and newer vehicles – but Dinneen says it will be next year before E15 will really hit the market.
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2.  Industry agrees to end of the Volumetric Ethanol Excise Tax Credit (VEETC), also called the blenders tax credit, and the offsetting tariff on imported ethanol – even though the much more mature petroleum industry continues to benefit from government incentives.
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3.  U.S. exports of ethanol hit record high levels with an estimated one billion gallons of denatured and undenatured ethanol  - gallons never blended with gasoline or eligible for the tax incentive – exported in 2011.
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4.  Advanced and cellulosic ethanol producers made big strides in 2011 to bring promising new technologies to commercial production and the Advanced Ethanol Council was formed in partnership with the RFA.
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5.  Emergence of the integrated biorefinery model, which Dinneen expects to be the wave of the future, where ethanol plants will be producing proteins, biochemicals and other co-products that can further displace oil in marketplace.
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Happy New Year from the Renewable Fuels Association!
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