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ETHANOL INDUSTRY HOLDS FOOD PRICE PRESS BRIEFING
Agriculture and Ethanol Leaders Dispute Food Price Tie

 
Attached is an audio report featuring comments from four agriculture and ethanol industry leaders who participated in a press conference on April 30 about the role of biofuels in food price increases.  Featured are former Agriculture Secretary John Block, National Corn Growers Association CEO Rick Tolman, National Farmers Union president Tom Buis (buy’-us) and Renewable Fuels Association president and CEO Bob Dinneen.

The program is voiced by reporter Cindy Zimmerman.  It is in the format of a complete program called “The Ethanol Report.” Please feel free to use as you wish, edited or in its complete form. If you have any problems downloading the audio file, please contact ZimmComm New Media at 573-896-5842.  

Text of the report follows the link.

Audio File:
5:47 (ethanol-report-5-7-08)
-----------------------

The Renewable Fuels Association held a press conference at the National Press Club in Washington DC recently to counter claims that ethanol production is causing higher food prices.  Among the speakers who addressed the media was Former Secretary of Agriculture John Block who has a unique perspective on the issue.
(… live it everyday.)  :23
Block also serves on the board of Friends of the World Food Program, a US-based non-profit organization dedicated to building support for international hunger relief efforts and he says record oil prices, weather and commodity market speculation play a bigger role in world food prices than ethanol does.
(… in these other countries.)  :28
Rick Tolman, CEO of the National Corn Growers Association, also noted the increase in grain exports and the relatively small impact corn has on retail food prices.

(… absolutely none.)  :14
Tolman says he sees the ethanol bashing as a classic PR strategy at work turning Little Bo Peep into the ax murderer.

(…a barrel oil.)  :26

Indiana farmer and National Farmers Union president Tom Buis talked about the financial factors affecting food prices such as the weakness of the dollar.

(… tremendous impact.)  :33

Tied into that, Buis says, is speculation in the commodities market which is artificially driving up prices.
(…they harvest it.)  :30
Renewable Fuels Association President Bob Dinneen wrapped up the press conference by focusing specifically on the role of higher oil prices in food prices.
(… both food and fuel.)  1:29
Over 70 media representatives, including many from the major networks and publications, attended the press conference held on April 30, in addition to dozens more tuned in by telephone.

 More information about RFA and ethanol can be found at www.ethanolrfa.org.  If you would like schedule an interview with an RFA representative, please feel free to call Matt Hartwig at 202-289-3835 anytime.
