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DRIVE TOWARD HIGHER BLENDS IN HIGH GEAR

Getting Over Blend Wall is Priority for Ethanol Industry

Attached is an audio report and sound bites featuring comments from Renewable Fuels Association President and CEO Bob Dinneen, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack, EPA Acting Biomass Program Manager Valerie Lightner, and Outdoor Power Equipment Institute Executive Vice President Kris Kiser about work being done to increase the amount of ethanol approved for use in regular gasoline.
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The program is voiced by reporter Cindy Zimmerman. It is in the format of a complete program called "The Ethanol Report." Please feel free to use as you wish, edited or in its complete form. If you have any problems downloading the audio file, please contact ZimmComm New Media at 573-896-5842. Text of the report with separate sound bites follows.

-----------------------------------------

This is the Ethanol Report.

The drive toward higher blends of ethanol in gasoline is moving into high gear.  Renewable Fuels Association president and CEO Bob Dinneen made it clear during his state of the ethanol industry address at the recent National Ethanol Conference that this is a priority for the industry.

:47 (dinneen-1)
The ethanol industry joined together last week to petition the Environmental Protection Agency for an increase in the amount of ethanol allowed to be blended into gasoline from 10 percent up to 15 percent.  Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack says USDA is working with EPA to make that happen.

1:22 (vilsack)
EPA has already been actively doing testing on higher blends of ethanol on small engines and vehicles that are not flex fuel capable.  Valerie Lightner with EPA presented some of the initial findings during a panel at the National Ethanol Conference.

:53  (lightner)
The usage of gasoline containing more than ten percent ethanol in small engines is a concern to Kris Kiser, executive vice president of the Outdoor Power Equipment Institute, who also spoke at the ethanol conference – but he believes that there are ways to deal with it.

1:20  (kiser)
RFA continues to work with all stakeholders, from the farmers and ethanol producers to the small engine makers and automobile manufacturers, to the petroleum industry and the federal government to make sure that the blend wall is just another bump in the road for ethanol to ride over.

:39  (dinneen-2)
I’m Cindy Zimmerman with The Ethanol Report.

