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RENEWABLE FUELS ASSOCIATION ANALYZES RECENT REPORTS

Minnesota and Nebraska Studies Reach Different Conclusions on Ethanol 

Attached is an audio report and sound bites featuring comments from Renewable Fuels Association Vice President of Research and Analysis Geoff Cooper about recently released studies from the University of Nebraska and the University of Minnesota regarding life cycle analysis and greenhouse gas emissions of ethanol compared to gasoline.  Cooper compares the two reports and discusses RFA’s major concerns with the Minnesota study.  

Links to studies:

Nebraska report  HYPERLINK "http://www.ethanolrfa.org/objects/documents/2109/2009_jie_improvements_in_corn_ethanol-liska_et_al.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Email+marketing+software&utm_content=313532555&utm_campaign=Release%3a+New+Report+Global+Warming+_+dthjw&utm_term=Click+here+to+read" http://www.ethanolrfa.org/objects/documents/2109/2009_jie_improvements_in_corn_ethanol-liska_et_al.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Email+marketing+software&utm_content=313532555&utm_campaign=Release%3a+New+Report+Global+Warming+_+dthjw&utm_term=Click+here+to+read
Minnesota report

 HYPERLINK "http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2009/02/02/0812835106.full.pdf+html?sid=5818ad0c-02ce-427a-acad-7c1cd66e87c6" http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2009/02/02/0812835106.full.pdf+html?sid=5818ad0c-02ce-427a-acad-7c1cd66e87c6
 HYPERLINK "http://www.zimmcomm.biz/rfa/ethanol-report-27.mp3" Ethanol Report 2-10-09   8:45

The program is voiced by reporter Cindy Zimmerman. It is in the format of a complete program called "The Ethanol Report." Please feel free to use as you wish, edited or in its complete form. If you have any problems downloading the audio file, please contact ZimmComm New Media at 573-896-5842. Text of the report with separate sound bites follows.

-----------------------------------

This is the ethanol report.

Life cycle analysis, indirect land use and greenhouse gas emissions are taking up this year where food versus fuel left off as a challenge to the ethanol industry – but Renewable Fuels Association vice president of research and analysis Geoff Cooper says they knew it was coming.

 HYPERLINK "http://www.zimmcomm.biz/rfa/Cooper-1.mp3" Cooper-1  :28

Within the first month of this year we have already seen two studies addressing the life cycle analysis and greenhouse gas emissions of ethanol compared to gasoline – one from the University of Nebraska and one from the University of Minnesota – that have very different conclusions.  Cooper says they have major issues with the Minnesota study.

 HYPERLINK "http://www.zimmcomm.biz/rfa/Cooper-2.mp3" Cooper-2  1:36

Cooper says the Nebraska study was more favorable to ethanol for several reasons.

 HYPERLINK "http://www.zimmcomm.biz/rfa/Cooper-3.mp3" Cooper-3  1:13

Another criticism of the Minnesota report is that it failed to factor in expected efficiency improvements for either the production of corn itself or ethanol from corn.  However, Cooper says the Minnesota report is more favorable to cellulosic ethanol.

 HYPERLINK "http://www.zimmcomm.biz/rfa/Cooper-4.mp3" Cooper-4  :41

Cooper explains why it is important for the ethanol industry to watch this issue carefully.

 HYPERLINK "http://www.zimmcomm.biz/rfa/Cooper-5.mp3" Cooper-5  1:33

According to Cooper, the EPA’s proposed rule could be released at any time at which point there will be a comment period.

 HYPERLINK "http://www.zimmcomm.biz/rfa/Cooper-6.mp3" Cooper-6  :34

What is RFA doing about this issue?

 HYPERLINK "http://www.zimmcomm.biz/rfa/Cooper-7.mp3" Cooper-7  :47

Cooper says the issue will be a major topic of discussion at the upcoming conference.

 HYPERLINK "http://www.zimmcomm.biz/rfa/Cooper-8.mp3" Cooper-8  :15

The National Ethanol Conference will be held February 23-25 in San Antonio Texas.  

