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ETHANOL INDUSTRY LEADERS TALK ABOUT THE FUTURE
Four Top Industry Representatives Look at the Road Ahead

 
Attached is an audio report featuring comments from four ethanol industry leaders about the future of the ethanol industry and what role the Renewable Fuels Association (RFA) will play in it.  Audio sound bites are included from RFA Vice Chairman Tom Branhan of Glacial Lakes Energy in Watertown, South Dakota; Renewable Fuels Foundation chairman Bill Lee with Chippewa Valley Ethanol in Minnesota; RFA and RFF board member Dan Schwartzkopf with ICM’s LifeLine Foods; and Ryland Utlaut of Mid-Missouri Energy, a board member of RFA and past chairman of the National Corn Growers Association.

The program is voiced by reporter Cindy Zimmerman.  It is in the format of a complete program called “The Ethanol Report.” Please feel free to use as you wish, edited or in its complete form. If you have any problems downloading the audio file, please contact ZimmComm New Media at 573-896-5842.  

Text of the report follows the link.

Audio File:
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 (6:34) (ethanol-report-9)
-----------------------

Members of the Renewable Fuels Association represent about 90 percent of the nation’s ethanol production capacity and many of them have been involved in the organization before ethanol became a household word.  The question for many now is, where do we go from here?  

Tom Branhan of Glacial Lakes Energy in Watertown, South Dakota is the current vice chairman of RFA.

“…system since then.”  :21

Branhan says the most important role that RFA has served is being the voice of the ethanol industry to Congress and the media, but he expects them to expand their activities in the future.

“…growing with the industry.”  :32

RFA board member Bill Lee with Chippawa Valley Ethanol, a farmer-owned plant in Minnesota, is chairman of the Renewable Fuels Foundation - which is the education, research and strategic planning arm of RFA.

“...to support it.”  :31

Lee says it’s hard to understate the importance of ethanol to the nation and the world.

“… a remarkable trip.”  :49

Dan Schwartzkopf is a board member who started off in the ethanol industry as a farmer investor in a Wyoming ethanol plant and now works with ICM and LifeLine Foods.  He believes RFA has a responsibility to keep the industry on track and growing.

“…strong part in that.”  :52

Ryland Utlaut of Mid-Missouri Energy also comes from an agricultural background and has served in leadership positions within the National Corn Growers Association so he knows how important it is to have a single voice to speak for the industry.

“… to go forward.”  :50

Even though he is partial to corn, Utlaut sees the importance of moving into other feedstocks and technologies for ethanol.

“…partner in that challenge.”  :56

All of the board members stress the importance of involvement in the industry to keep moving forward. 

 More information about RFA and ethanol can be found at www.ethanolrfa.org.  If you would like schedule an interview with an RFA representative, please feel free to call Matt Hartwig at 202-289-3835 anytime.

