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HIGHLIGHTS FROM NATIONAL ETHANOL CONFERENCE
Comments from Key Presenters at the 13th Annual Conference
 
Attached is an audio report featuring comments from presenters at the 13th annual National Ethanol Conference last month in Orlando.   Audio sound bites are included from Renewable Fuels Association president Bob Dinneen, National Corn Growers Association CEO Rick Tolman, Informa Economics CEO Bruce Scherr, and Assistant Energy Secretary Andy Karsner.  

The program is voiced by reporter Cindy Zimmerman.  It is in the format of a complete program called “The Ethanol Report.” Please feel free to use as you wish, edited or in its complete form. If you have any problems downloading the audio file, please contact ZimmComm New Media at 573-896-5842.  Additional audio and photos from the conference are also available upon request.
Text of the report follows the link.

Audio File:
 (6:35) (ethanol-report-08)
This is the Ethanol Report with some highlights from the 13th annual National Ethanol Conference held recently in Orlando.  The theme was “Changing the Climate” and Renewable Fuels Association president and CEO Bob Dinneen told the more than 2200 attendees the ethanol industry is becoming the change we want to see.
(. . .nothing but positive.)  :39
Dinneen says the biggest challenge to the ethanol industry is those who see nothing but negative.

(. . .white corn in Mexico.)  1:15

Addressing further the food versus fuel debate was National Corn Growers Association CEO Rick Tolman who compared the amount of acreage planted to corn in 1944 to the same acreage planted to corn in 2007.
(. . .look light)  :57
Bruce Scherr, CEO of Informa Economics which recently did a study showing the many factors that effect retail food prices, noted that commodities for the first time have achieved real economic value.
(. . . energy is involved with.)  :57 

One of the high points of the National Ethanol Conference was Assistant Energy Secretary Andy Karsner’s passionate keynote address at the conference about the need for combating the misinformation about renewable fuels.  He urged the media to get the whole story.
(. . .and greenhouse gases.)  :38

Karsner also addressed the biofuels sustainability arguments and expressed his frustration that the whole story there is not being told.
(. . .that story told.)  :49

The only way the story is going to be told, Karsner says, is through the voices of those in the renewable fuels industry.

I’m Cindy Zimmerman with the Ethanol Report.

More information about RFA and ethanol can be found at www.ethanolrfa.org.  If you would like schedule an interview with an RFA representative, please feel free to call Matt Hartwig at 202-289-3835 anytime.

