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Corn Growers Voice Concerns About Indirect Land Use Change

Conference Spotlights Land Use and Carbon Impacts of Corn Ethanol

 
This edition of “The Ethanol Report” features comments from the National Corn Growers Association (NCGA) “Land Use and Carbon Impacts of Corn-based Ethanol Conference” held August 25-26 in St. Louis.  Comments come from National Corn Growers Association Director of Biofuels & Business Development Jamey Cline, NCGA CEO Rick Tolman, North Dakota grower Bart Schott, and Geoff Cooper with the Renewable Fuels Association.
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The program is voiced by reporter Cindy Zimmerman. It is in the format of a complete program called "The Ethanol Report." Please feel free to use as you wish, edited or in its complete form. If you have any problems downloading the audio file, please contact ZimmComm New Media at 573-896-5842. Text of the report with separate sound bites follows.

--------------

This is the Ethanol Report.

 

Corn growers are extremely concerned about the impact measuring indirect land use change may have on the future of not only corn ethanol, but the production of the crop in general.  The National Corn Growers Association hosted a conference on Land Use and Carbon Impacts of Corn-based Ethanol in St. Louis to highlight the problems associated with trying to measure something that is based on assumptions and unproven science.  NCGA Director of Biofuels & Business Development Jamey Cline says what is being done on both the national level and the state level in California could have far-reaching implications for agriculture and biofuels, especially when models use outdated statistics.

 

:40 Cline
 

NCGA CEO Rick Tolman says using unproven methods of measuring indirect land use change may result in accomplishing the opposite of what we are trying to do with our energy usage as a nation.

 

:45 Tolman 1
 

Geoff Cooper with the Renewable Fuels Association says determining the carbon footprint of ethanol is a fairly simple process which shows a benefit to using ethanol over gasoline, until the inexact science of indirect land use change is thrown into the mix.

 

1:08 Cooper
 

California’s low carbon fuel standard is an example of how the indirect land use change penalty will have the unintended consequence of eliminating the use of corn ethanol after next year and the EPA is using similar modeling for the renewable fuels standard.  NCGA’s Tolman hopes they can get policy makers to understand that the regulations they are attempting to put in place are beyond the current ability of science to determine.

 

:35 Tolman 2
 

An even bigger concern may be looming in the climate change bill currently being considered in Congress, and NCGA officer Bart Schott, a corn grower from North Dakota, says corn growers need to stay informed about this complex issue that no one seems to truly understand.

 

:28 Schott
 

The corn growers hope to provide additional information about corn yields and the potential for increases in production, as well as the value of ethanol co-products such as dried distillers grains which should be factored into the lifecycle analysis of ethanol.
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