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For Immediate Release - Audio Available Now!

This release is especially prepared for broadcast purposes and contains links to audio files that may be easily downloaded for your on-air use.  Just click on the file name after the quote to listen and download the audio files.  While online your media player should automatically open and play the file which you can then download to your hard drive.
Individual sound bite links in text of release. 

Audio Files:
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 (:31) (nreca-english-speech-1)
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 (:26) (nreca-english-speech-2)
Other NRECA annual meeting news releases are available on-line at http://www.nreca.org/PressRoom/NewsReleases.htm
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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English Praises Co-op “Select Few”




Who Make a Difference


ORLANDO, February 21, 2006 (AgNewsWire) – At the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 64th annual meeting this week, CEO Glenn English praised a “select few” Americans –the leaders and grass-roots activists of the nation’s electric cooperative network. He compared co-op support for balanced, effective energy legislation to the steady and reasoned leadership of great military and political leaders.

“The United States Marine Corps talks about a select few – they’re recruiting a select few.  The reason that the Marine Corps has taken this approach is because they understand that it is a very few people who can spell the difference between victory and defeat,” English said.  “The electric cooperative program, when you think about it, over the past 70 years, we’ve seen a select few people who’ve spelled the difference between success and failure.”  

English told more than 10,000 rural electric cooperative leaders gathered in Orlando that their efforts made passage of last year’s Energy Policy Act a reality.  

“It’s a select few who made it possible to defeat the forces of greed that were contesting us in a national energy policy.  A select few made the difference.  The 2005 energy bill is a great victory.  It is worthy of celebration.  It was won by you – those special few.” 

English called upon attendees to build upon that victory and to inspire a new generation of cooperative leaders who will continue to fight for legislation that will benefit their customers across rural America.  
NRECA is the national service organization representing more than 900 private, consumer-owned electric cooperatives, which provide electric service to more than 39 million people in 47 states.  

###

This Talking News Release is being distributed by ZimmComm. Please provide to the appropriate reporter or editor at your organization or to others who will be interested in the content.  If you do not wish to receive future Talking News Releases, please contact Chuck Zimmerman or you can telephone him at 573-896-5842 or by mail at 1600 Skyview Dr., Holts Summit, MO  65043.  
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