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For Immediate Release - Audio Available Now!

 This release is especially prepared for broadcast purposes and contains links to audio files that may be easily downloaded for your on-air use.  Just click on the file name after the quote to listen and download the audio files.  While online your media player should automatically open and play the file which you can then download to your hard drive.
Individual sound bite links in text of release. 
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Other NRECA annual meeting news releases are available on-line at http://www.nreca.org/PressRoom/NewsReleases.htm
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Youth Leader Addresses National Co-op Meeting

ORLANDO, February 21, 2006 (AgNewsWire) – A high school senior from Hattiesburg, Mississippi addressed more than 10,000 members of the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association Tuesday in Orlando, Florida. Kent Ford was chosen as national spokesperson of the Youth Leadership Council (YLC) for the NRECA 64th Annual Meeting. Representing Mississippi and sponsored by Pearl River Valley Electric Association, Ford was one of the young representatives from 44 states chosen to assist the national trade association in conducting its Annual Meeting this year.
“When we came here to the national meeting this year, my job was to speak about the benefits of the Youth Leadership Council to the general assembly. And then we’ll also continue working to promote rural electric cooperatives as well as the work that they are doing for their communities.” 
Ford was chosen to represent the council last summer during NRECA’s Youth Leadership Conference in Washington, DC. He says that YLC members get the opportunity to increase their knowledge about national energy issues affecting electric cooperatives and the consumers they serve. 
“One of our main functions here is to work what’s known as the Congressional Action Center where we actually try to get the people who are here for the national conference to send emails to their congressmen. So, we’re kind of taking on the role of semi-lobbyists in having a direct hand in seeing not only how the government work, but being able to have a chance to influence that government as well.” 
Ford says the experience has taught him a great deal and he strongly encourages other high school youth to take advantage of the opportunity to participate.
“And I think it’s a great program. It’s helped me, we’ve all enjoyed it because you learn so much but you have a great time too. So anyone who lives in a rural cooperative district should contact their co-op about it.” 
The Youth Leadership Council is an extension of the Rural Electric Youth Tour, a group of more than 1,200 high school students who are sponsored jointly by NRECA, local electric cooperatives and their statewide associations in 44 states. The Youth Tour meets in Washington, D.C., in June of each year where they visit with their state delegations in both the U.S. House and Senate, attend educational seminars and visit historical landmarks. Each state attending The Youth Tour selects a representative for the YLC. The YLC then attends a week-long summer Leadership Conference back in Washington, D.C., where they take courses on leadership and how to write and deliver speeches. The national spokesperson is selected during this Leadership Conference to address the NRECA Annual Meeting and the Youth Tour delegates the following summer in Washington, D.C.

NRECA is the national service organization representing more than 900 private, consumer-owned electric cooperatives, which provide electric service to more than 39 million people in 47 states.  

###

This Talking News Release is being distributed by ZimmComm. Please provide to the appropriate reporter or editor at your organization or to others who will be interested in the content.  If you do not wish to receive future Talking News Releases, please contact Chuck Zimmerman or you can telephone him at 573-896-5842 or by mail at 1600 Skyview Dr., Holts Summit, MO  65043.  
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