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Statement by Scott Stuart, Chairman, NIAA

August 23, 2006

NIAA and NAIS
Hello, I’m Scott Stuart, the current Chairman of the Board of the National Institute for Animal Agriculture.   I’ll start out by giving you a brief history of NIAA’s relationship with the National Animal Identification System and NIAA’s policy on animal ID today.  Robert Fourdraine, Chairman of NIAA’s Livestock Identification and Information Committee, and Director of the Wisconsin Livestock Identification Consortium, will talk about the current status of NAIS implementation from NIAA’s perspective.  And Glenn Fischer, Vice Chairman of NIAA’s Livestock Identification and Information Committee and Senior Vice President of ALLFLEX, USA, an identification device and technology company, will cover key practical issues in regard to animal identification that are being resolved here in the U.S and internationally.    After Glenn’s comments, we will be happy to answer any questions you may have.

In my day job, I serve as President and Chief Executive Officer of the National Livestock Producers Association, which represents cooperative livestock markets nationwide, that market some 6 million head of livestock annually for over 150,000 individual farmers, ranchers, and other animal owners.  I have been closely associated with NIAA for over 15 years, first as a committee member, committee chairman, and then as a Board member for 12 years.  I have also served as NIAA’s Treasurer and Vice Chairman and, since April of this year, as Chairman of NIAA.  Regarding the animal ID issue, I was an original member of the National Animal Identification Development Team Steering Committee and am currently a member of the NAIS Advisory Subcommittee to the Secretary’s Advisory Committee of Foreign Animal and Poultry Diseases and serve as that group’s Market and Processor Working Group Leader. 

NIAA, based on its experience in being the catalyst between government and industry in the development and implementation of programs to eliminate Tuberculosis, Brucellosis, Pseudorabies and Scrapie—all of which had, or have animal ID components—has been a longtime advocate of animal ID.  NIAA’s Livestock Identification and Information Committee, with the participation and encouragement of USDA, began work to address our nation’s deficiency in animal identification and traceability more than 15 years ago.   

The leadership, throughout the development process, came largely from our species groups, state and federal animal health officials, academia, and individual livestock producer members from across the nation.  In addition, experts from the ID equipment manufacturers and sectors of the ID industry have been involved.   

So, where does NIAA stand regarding animal identification?

NIAA supports the development and implementation of a national animal identification system as was outlined in the U.S. Animal Identification Plan, and further refined through the National Animal Identification System (NAIS).  NIAA supports the exemption of NAIS data information from public release under the Freedom of Information Act so livestock industry stakeholders are assured their business information is kept private.

NIAA supports USDA’s efforts toward implementing the National Animal Identification System (NAIS), and supports that this system be used across animal agriculture for safeguarding the health of the U.S. herd and flock. NIAA also encourages all stakeholders to remain engaged in NAIS by providing input through the NAIS Subcommittee of the Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Foreign Animal and Poultry Diseases and other designated forums.

Emerging technology and the confluence of national and worldwide events in the past 10 years has made a national ID system even more possible, and also a higher priority.   Computer-based technology and the development of, and reduction in cost of radio frequency identification devices (RFID) have been the basic drivers from the technology side. The unfortunate attack of September 11, 2001, and the threat of bioterrorism, focused attention on the need for a national animal ID system to efficiently track diseased animals and animals that may have come in contact with infected animals.  


What is the risk of an animal disease emergency?  It’s like predicting hurricanes, earthquakes and other calamities.  It isn’t a question of if but rather when. Our shrinking world due to rapid travel and international commerce makes the probability of a foreign animal disease infecting our nation’s animals just that much more likely.   NAIS, in what ever form it finally takes, is something we must have and NIAA urges all of the stakeholders, for or against, to continue to work on this issue with a sense of purpose, and an attitude of compromise, in order to make it as effective and non-intrusive as possible. 

