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Practical NAIS Technology: USA and Global Perspective

Good afternoon and welcome.  As a brief introduction, my name is Glenn Fischer, and I have had the privilege to serve as this year’s ID Info Expo Co-Chair.  My association with this organization go back to the days of the Livestock Conservation Institute, the predecessor organization to NIAA, and where the Animal ID committee meetings consisted of 5 people meeting for a half hour at the annual meeting.  In true spirit of consensus building that defines NIAA, it is a pleasure to play a small part in this process that brings all sectors of our industry together for the common good.

Professionally, I serve as the Senior Vice President of Allflex USA, where I am in my 23rd year as part of the Animal Identification business.  I have also served on the National FAIR advisory Board, the NCBA Animal ID subcommittee as well as the NCBA Board of Directors and Executive Committee.  In short, much like Robert, Scott and so many others here this week, Animal ID is not a job, it is a passion.
As Robert mentioned, Animal ID, in its many forms, has been in place for decades.  Created for the commercial benefit of producers, visual ID systems (many of which are still in widespread use today) have been central in improving on-farm management processes, transforming production measurements based on herd averages into systems capable of optimizing individual animal performance.  Over the past 15 years, electronic identification systems have emerged as a viable means further enhance that capability, helping producers turn vast quantities of on-farm data into knowledge – accurately and efficiently.
This progression, of course, has not been limited to activity in the US.  In fact, in many ways, our development of a National Animal Identification System allows us to join over 30 countries with Official Animal Identification programs, some dating back as far as the 1980’s.  As in our market, these early official systems were based on visual ID systems – relatively inexpensive to implement in regards to device costs, but with manual traceback mechanisms that include paper ‘passports’ and large bureaucratic governmental agencies, the overall costs are very high.  
More recently, trend has been to adopt more automated ID systems that, whilst having a modestly higher per animal device cost, have proven to reduce both the administrative and per head costs considerably.  Examples of this include ISO RFID systems recently implemented in Australia and Canada, including one of the foremost traceability programs in the world just north of the border at Agri-Tracabilite Quebec (ATQ).  Consider this: in contrasting the systems implemented in the bovine sectors in UK and Canada, we see similar cattle populations (~15-16MM): in the UK (British Cattle Movement system) visual tags and paper passports are used, necessitating the employ of hundreds of governmental staff; CCIA and ATQ use ISO RFID-based systems in true public/private partnerships and jointly employ staffs around 50… a direct example of technology creating unparalleled efficiency and value for producers.  Australia provides a similar example.  And, it should be seen as no coincidence, that when we look at our competition to regain key international beef markets, Canada and Australia are strong trading forces to reckon with.
Back in the US, the work of NIAA and other industry leaders are helping define and refine technology – ensuring that a uniform and efficient infrastructure can be built to the benefit of all production segments.  An important example comes from our own US Cattle Industry:  the USAIP/NAIS Cattle Working Group investigated technology and chose ISO RFID tags as the ID device of choice for the Beef and Dairy Producers.  With further leadership from diverse producer groups as the NCBA, USAIO, iDairy, Holstein/FAIR, and others – all in support of ISO RFID – the habit of an industry is beginning to change.  Investment by ID technology companies has followed, with numerous companies offering ISO RFID tags and reading systems to address a myriad of market needs and delivering on the promise of “Identification at the Speed of Commerce”.  These developments epitomize the NIAA approach of Consensus Building to further important issues in the market.

Aside from the Cattle Markets, other species groups are looking at consolidating around not only ISO RFID tags, but also RFID implants, visual tags and other tools – again, allowing for consensus to develop, thus facilitating infrastructure development and a platform for successful deployment.  In fact, a lot of exciting technology is on display here at ID Expo this week, and the innovation will continue.  As new technologies become market tested and validated, they will clearly be incorporated into ever-evolving standards for animal identification… standards that will allow legacy systems to remain viable as new technology delivers additional value to the livestock markets we serve.  With the continued leadership of both the private and public sectors, facilitated by the NIAA and many other industry leaders, there should be no doubt that the NAIS will serve the US livestock producer extremely well for years to come.  
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