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EU Approves YieldGard® Rootworm 

St. Louis, MO, (February 2, 2006 - AgNewsWire)-- The European Union’s (EU) recent decision to approve YieldGard® Rootworm Corn for food ingredients has paved the way for YieldGard Rootworm to be used in human foods in Europe. 

Monsanto Business Manager for Biotech Grain Phoong Tang (Fong Tang) says this is great news for all segments of the corn industry.

“This approval is expected to open doors into European markets that had previously not accepted YieldGard Rootworm and should therefore increase the number of places where growers can sell their single-trait YieldGard Rootworm grain.” (:11) ([image: image2.png]
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In November YieldGard Rootworm was approved for feed use. Many grain buyers were already accepting grain from YieldGard Rootworm Corn and Tang says this announcement will likely encourage other buyers to do the same. 

“The EU Commission also granted import, feed and processing approval of YieldGard Plus, which is a hybrid stack of YieldGard Rootworm with YieldGard Corn Borer. YieldGard Plus is currently under review by the EU for use in food and food ingredients.” (:13) ([image: image3.png]
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According to Tang, this summer YieldGard Plus proved to very beneficial to farmers when extremely dry weather placed stress on cornfields across the Midwest this season, especially in Illinois. 

“Early harvest results show that YieldGard® Plus Corn achieved a 15-bushel yield advantage compared with corn protected with insecticides under the severe drought conditions experienced in Illinois this season.” (:12) ([image: image4.png]
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Monsanto is currently awaiting decisions on separate approvals for its corn trait technologies combined with the YieldGard Rootworm trait. Until these separate submissions within the EU regulatory processes are complete, growers who plan to plant combined trait versions of YieldGard Rootworm hybrids – including YieldGard Rootworm with Roundup Ready® Corn 2, YieldGard Plus or YieldGard Plus with Roundup Ready Corn 2 – will need to market the grain under the Market Choices® certification mark.  

To help growers understand their grain marketing options for biotech traits, Tang says Monsanto has initiated the “We buy all corn, all year” program.
“The campaign features a Web site, www.866sellcorn.com,  that provide growers with current information about the buying policies of grain elevators in their local area. Growers should always talk to their grain handlers about the grain marketing options available to them.” (:15) ([image: image5.png]
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Growers can also call -866-SELLCORN (1-866-735-5267) for a list of local grain handlers who accept Market Choices® designated hybrids.

Monsanto Company is a leading global provider of technology-based solutions and agricultural products that improve farm productivity and food quality. For more information on Monsanto’s products, see www.monsanto.com.

Growers of YieldGard Plus must always follow grain marketing and insect resistance management requirements, and all YieldGard growers must always follow insect resistance requirements. Always read and follow pesticide label directions. Roundup®, Roundup Ready® and YieldGard® are registered trademarks of Monsanto Technology, LLC. ©2005 Monsanto Company. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
On April 18, 2005, the European Union (E.U.) notified that the following Monsanto corn traits already in the marketplace will be accepted (grandfathered) in processed feed: YieldGard Plus, YieldGard Rootworm, YieldGard Rootworm with Roundup Ready Corn 2 and YieldGard Corn Borer with Roundup Ready Corn 2.This action by the E.U. on these biotech products may result in additional marketing options for growers who plant seeds containing these traits. Growers must talk to their grain handler to learn more and to determine whether this development affects their ability to market or their decision to plant these traits. YieldGard Plus with Roundup Ready Corn 2 was not in the market, and therefore not qualified to be notified by the E.U. for acceptance in processed feed. Growers planting YieldGard Plus with Roundup Ready Corn 2 must talk to their grain handler to confirm the handler's buying position for grain from this product. It is a violation of national and international law to move material containing biotech traits across boundaries into nations where import is not permitted.
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