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Early Planting May Increase Corn Rootworm Pressure

ST. LOUIS, May 26, 2005 – Growers who took advantage of good weather to plant early this spring may want to be on the lookout for rootworm pressure.  Evidence from several recent studies show the earlier corn is planted, the better the survival of rootworm larvae because of more food and less competition among larvae.  When corn is planted late, hatching larvae may be forced to compete for limited food from smaller root systems.

John Obermeyer, extension entomologist from Purdue University says earlier planting means a bigger root system which increases the survivability of corn rootworms.

“We can also increase not only the survivability but also the damage because we have more surviving rootworm to then feed not only on the smaller roots but eventually they will make their way to the nodal root which is very important for anchoring the plant throughout ear development and stabilizing the plant to keep it there throughout harvest.”   (:24) ([image: image2.png]
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That can also make management more difficult, since insecticides provide a limited window of opportunity during which they reach maximum efficiency.  They also may leach away over time and can be affected by temperature and moisture.  

“As soon as they hit the ground, they are beginning to degrade. And the longer a period from the time those insecticides are applied to the time when these rootworms hatch, which is sometime in later May to early June, that’s how long that insecticide must sit there and be at effectiveness to control rootworm when they begin hatching.” (:24) ([image: image3.png]
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However, Obermeyer says biotech seeds, such as YieldGard® Rootworm and YieldGard Plus, provide consistent, effective control, since the rootworm protection is inside the plant itself.

“That’s what is convenient with the rootworm Bt plant is that the plant itself is producing the protein which is a toxin to the rootworm and this really helps because the protein is continually being produced as the roots grow and are subjected to rootworm pressure.”  (:20) ([image: image4.png]
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YieldGard Plus is the first corn technology to deliver whole-season, in-plant protection against European and southwestern corn borers and effective and consistent protection against western and northern corn rootworms.  YieldGard Plus also offers in-the-bag protection against wireworms, white grubs, seed corn maggots, early flea beetles and black cutworms.  It also suppresses earworms, fall armyworms and stalk borers.
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Growers of YieldGard Plus must always follow grain marketing and insect resistance management requirements. Toll-free information on grain marketing options for participating elevators is available through the 1-866-SELLCORN hotline (1-866-735-5267) or by logging on to www.866sellcorn.com. 
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