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Study says Parasite Control is the Best Way to Increase Weaning Rates, Weaning Weights

DULUTH, Ga. — May 3, 2007 — A recent Iowa State University study revealed that parasite control in the cow/calf segment is the technology that affects weaning rates and weaning weights the most.1 The analysis, conducted by Dr. John Lawrence, professor of economics, was of more than 170 research trials spanning the last 25 years.

The study concluded that when compared with the second most important practice to a cow/calf herd — the use of growth promoting implants — parasite control is 5.9 times more important to break-even cost.1 Producers who use parasite control can expect an advantage of 23% in weaning rate and 4% in weaning weight.1
“This analysis confirms that producers who use parasite control in their cow herds can expect a significant increase in pregnancy rates, calf survival and weaning weights — three important factors to a cow/calf producers’ bottom line,” says Dr. James Hawkins, Associate Director of Merial Veterinary Professional Services. 
The researchers also concluded that eliminating parasite control from the cowherd would negatively impact a producers’ break-even selling price by 34%, which equals an added cost of $165 per head.1 

“These numbers reinforce that a parasite control program is an essential part of a cow/calf producers’ profitability. With the high input costs our industry is experiencing, producers should be sure to invest in practices that have a sound return on investment and increase the efficiency of their cattle, such as parasite control. Yet a full 27% of cow herds are not treated,” 1 says Dr. Hawkins.

Dr. Hawkins says in order for producers to see the benefit of a sound parasite control program they should treat both cows and calves in the spring. 

“By treating in the spring with products such as IVOMEC®, producers can clean up both cattle and pastures to ensure efficiency during the important summer grazing period,” says Dr. Hawkins. 

To learn more about parasite control, contact your local Merial Sales Representative, call 1-888-MERIAL-1 or visit http://ivomec.us.merial.com. To view the entire study from Iowa State University, visit http://www.beeftechnologies.com/pdfs/1869_getitpr_econoft.pdf.
Merial is a world-leading, innovation-driven animal health company, providing a comprehensive range of products to enhance the health, well-being and performance of a wide range of animals. Merial employs approximately 5,000 people and operates in more than 150 countries worldwide. Its 2006 sales were nearly $2.2 billion. Merial Limited is a joint venture between Merck & Co., Inc. and sanofi-aventis. For more information, please see www.merial.com.  
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