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Merial Stands Behind Cattle Gain with IVOMEC( Plus Challenge

Treating Cattle for Liver Flukes in the Spring Can Mean Greater Returns in the Fall
DULUTH, Ga., April 18, 2006 (AgNewsWire) – Merial announces the return of a program that encourages producers to put a spring deworming program to the test. The IVOMEC( Plus (ivermectin/clorsulon) Challenge gives producers in eight states a firsthand look at the benefits of treating cattle for parasites in the spring, including liver flukes, this spring.  
Producers in Idaho, Kansas, Kentucky, Missouri, Montana, Oregon, Tennessee and Washington are eligible for the IVOMEC Plus Challenge, which gives them an opportunity to see the added benefits of treating against liver flukes early in the year.

Veterinarian Dr. James Hawkins says liver flukes have been identified by the National Beef Quality Audit as one of the top 10 issues facing the cattle industry. 
“Most of the time with liver flukes there’s no obvious clinical sign.  The cattle do not look like they’re sick.  The only thing that’s different about the herd is that their production is not as good as it could be.  So, if you treat for flukes you can see increased weaning weights of the calves, you can see better body condition in the cows, you’ll see higher pregnancy rates.” 
To be eligible for the IVOMEC Plus Challenge, producers must purchase IVOMEC Plus before May 15 and treat all cows and calves this spring. In the next step, cattle producers will compare their fall 2006 weaning weights with 2005 weaning weights. If the difference in weight gain multiplied by the calf price is less than the cost of the treatment, Merial will provide IVOMEC Plus or IVOMEC (ivermectin) Pour-On, equal to the spring purchase, for a fall treatment.


 A spring strategic parasite control program can also add value beyond increased weaning weights in the fall.  According to Dr. Hawkins, a four-year university study showed a 15 percent higher pregnancy rate in heifers treated for flukes and worms, compared to heifers treated for worms only.1

“Since the primary objective is to produce a calf, then pregnancy rate is the most important factor in profitability.  And so making a change of even one percent in calving rate is very important as far as profitability.  And so what we’re doing is encouraging people to de-worm with a product that also gets liver flukes in the spring, in addition to their more normal fall treatment.  Basically cattlemen don’t have anything to lose except their liver flukes.” 

IVOMEC Plus is a broad-spectrum, injectable endectocide that controls liver flukes, which are endemic in 26 states and spreading. Liver flukes can be spread in several ways, including introducing cattle from liver fluke-endemic parts of the country, an infected load of hay or a stream carrying liver fluke larvae. Liver flukes spread quickly as a single adult fluke can produce 19,000 eggs per day, which can result in 11 million offspring.

To be eligible for the IVOMEC Plus Challenge, all cattle weights must be reported by December 15, 2006. For official rules, visit their website at ivomec-dot-us-dot-merial-dot-com.
Merial is a world-leading, innovation-driven animal health company, providing a comprehensive range of products to enhance the health, well-being and performance of a wide range of animals. Merial employs approximately 5,000 people and operates in more than 150 countries worldwide. Its 2005 sales were in excess of $1.9 billion. Merial Limited is a joint venture between Merck & Co. and sanofi-aventis. For more information, please see www.merial.com.
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