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Merial Unveils Convenient Coccidiosis Prevention and Treatment

New formulation of CORID® can be mixed in feed for greater flexibility

DULUTH, Ga. — Nov. 14, 2006 — Merial, the maker of CORID® (kor' id) (amprolium), today announced that the product will soon be available as an in-feed formulation, making prevention and treatment of coccidiosis (kok sid ee oh' sis) even easier for beef and dairy producers. The new in-feed formulations can be blended with feed or used as a topdress to break the coccidian (kok sid' ee an) life cycle and prevent or treat an outbreak of bloody scours.

“Bovine coccidiosis is one of the most economically important intestinal diseases in cattle. It costs beef and dairy producers $100 million annually,” 1 says Dr. Joe Dedrickson, (deed' rik sun) director of Merial Veterinary Professional Services. “That’s probably a very conservative estimate because 95% of everything we see with coccidiosis is subclinical.”  :18
CORID remains the first and only coccidiostat labeled for use as both a preventative and treatment therapy, and today’s announcement expands the CORID line to three offerings — CORID 1.25% topdress, CORID 2.5% in-feed and CORID 9.6% solution. Producers can now administer CORID in-feed, in-water or as a drench.  In-feed formulations are available through licensed feed manufacturers and their dealers.  

“I think they are going to really appreciate the convenience of our new CORID label on our feed,” Dr. Dedrickson says.  “That makes it so they can either topdress it or mix it in complete feed now where before they only had water soluble products.”  :14

Coccidiosis is a common disease that cattle are exposed to in a wide variety of geographies and operations, including dairy, cow/calf and feedyard. The extent and severity of the disease is dependent on numerous factors, including stress, weather, overall health, and internal and external parasite populations.
Signs of subclinical infections include decreased weight gain, reduced feed efficiency, weakened immune system and contamination to other animals. If not treated, coccidiosis causes dramatic clinical signs, such as diarrhea, inability to absorb nutrients, immunosuppression, secondary infections and sometimes even death. It is estimated that in a given year 20% of young cattle showing severe signs of coccidiosis will probably die.2
“CORID effectively breaks the life cycle of coccidiosis,” said Dr. Dedrickson.  “Coccidiosis are opportunistic parasites so they’re present in all cattle and flare up during stress periods.” :11
As a preventative therapy, CORID stops coccidia (kok sid' ee ah) at a critical stage in the host animal’s small intestine to prevent more damaging coccidiosis in the large intestine. By acting on the young asexual stages of the coccidia life cycle, CORID helps the host animal develop natural immunity to coccidia.

As a treatment, CORID works by mimicking thiamin (Vitamin B1), which is required by coccidia for normal growth and reproduction. When coccidia ingest CORID, they experience thiamin deficiency and starve from malnutrition, he says. For more information, call 1-888-848-6632 or see your local Merial Sales Representative. 
Merial is a world-leading, innovation-driven animal health company, providing a comprehensive range of products to enhance the health, well-being and performance of a wide range of animals. Merial employs approximately 5,000 people and operates in more than 150 countries worldwide. Its 2005 sales were in excess of $1.9 billion. Merial Limited is a joint venture between Merck & Co. and sanofi-aventis. For more information, please see www.merial.com.
# # #

1Kirkpatrick JG, Selk G. Coccidiosis in Cattle. Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service Fact Sheet F-9129-2 2003:http://osuextra.okstate.edu.

2Fitzgerald PR. The Significance of Bovine Coccidiosis as a Disease in the United States. The Bovine Practitioner 1975;(11):28-33.

®CORID is a registered trademark of Merial.
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