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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  June 3, 2005                             Contact:  Becky Grisham, (800) 827-4181

Editor’s Note:  This release contains links to audio files that may be easily downloaded for on-air use by broadcast reporters.  To listen to these files, click on the link listed at the bottom of the release.  While online, your media player should automatically open and play the file which can then be downloaded to your hard drive.  We recommend the use of Windows Media Player.
 

BLUNT MAKES STATE ETHANOL STANDARD HIGHEST PRIORITY
Missouri Corn Growers Applaud the Governor’s Continued Commitment 
at Grand Opening of the State’s Third Ethanol Plant
(MALTA BEND, Mo.)— Ethanol will continue to help fuel the economy of Missouri, thanks to the opening of the state’s third ethanol production facility and Governor Matt Blunt’s promise to enact a statewide ethanol standard next year. 

In his remarks to a packed house at the grand opening of Mid-Missouri Energy (MME) in Malta Bend today, Governor Blunt reiterated that one of his highest priorities next legislative session will be to pass a 10 percent ethanol standard in Missouri.
“So every gas pump, if you fill up your truck or your car, you’re going to put in a gas that contains 10 percent ethanol.  It’s good for consumers, it’s good for the environment, it’s good for economic development and very significantly important for Missouri farm families.”  (:13) ([image: image2.png]


 mcga-maltabend-blunt-cut1)
Governor Blunt’s pledge to support the Missouri farmers was also kept this year with the passing of the state Ethanol Incentive Fund, which was fully funded this year for the first time at $5.3 million and also included $2.7 million in back payments.  
“We had a very difficult budget and challenges to deal with this year, but I was committed to full funding for the Ethanol Incentive Fund.  We were able to get that done.  We’ve got a pretty good track record on getting bills done once we say they’re a priority.”  (:11) ([image: image3.png]
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The visionary announcement of a statewide ethanol standard was met with a standing ovation and Gary Marshall, CEO of the Missouri Corn Growers Association (MCGA), commended the Governor for his leadership and support in reducing dependence on foreign oil and increasing rural economic development.  

“Governor Blunt has once again demonstrated his leadership on ethanol.  He did it first by fully funding the ethanol incentive fund, so that means we're going to see more ethanol plants in the state.  And then by making his announcement that a priority of his for the next legislative session is going to be a ten percent ethanol blend requirement statewide - it's just music to our ears."  (:19) ([image: image4.png]
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At today’s event, the importance of the ethanol industry was an ongoing theme with government and industry officials which included U.S. Congressmen Ike Skelton (D-4) and Kenny Hulshof (R-9).  In his address, Congressman Skelton stressed the significance of ethanol for our nation’s security. 
“We have a real urgent need to rid ourselves of the dependence on foreign oil.  This a major step in the right direction.  Farmers and farm families banded together to put this effort where it is today and it’s working.”  (:15) ([image: image5.png]
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Over 2000 people were on hand to celebrate today’s grand opening at the Malta Bend facility, located just north of Marshall, Mo.  The farmer-owned ethanol plant is made up of 729 members and will use more than 15 million bushels of corn to produce 45 million gallons of ethanol per year.    

To learn more about Mid-Missouri Energy, visit www.midmissourienergy.com or call 1-888-MME-CORN.  For more information about ethanol and MCGA, call 1-800-827-4181 or visit Missouri Corn Online at http://www.mocorn.org.
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Suggested Cutline: Missouri Governor Matt Blunt addresses crowd at Mid Missouri Energy Grand Opening.
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Suggested Cutline:  U. S. Congressman Ike Skelton, 4th Dist. Addresses crowd at Mid Missouri Energy Grand Openting.


MME Board



JPEG


Suggested Cutline:  Members of the board of Mid Missouri Energy sit in front of crowd at grand opening event.
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Suggested Cutline:  Mid Missouri Energy plant, Malta Bend, MO.
The Missouri Corn Growers Association (MCGA) is a grassroots organization representing over 20,000 Missouri corn farmers that is dedicated to increasing the profitability of corn production by serving as their voice in the capitols on corn and ethanol issues, protecting their right to farm plus environmental quality for everyone, building 

new markets for corn, ethanol and value-added corn products, communicating actionable news and information to farmers, policy makers and the general public, and building value through partnerships within agriculture and beyond.  To learn more, visit Missouri Corn Online at http://www.mocorn.org.

News releases are provided as a service to our friends in the media.  If you do not wish to continue to receive our news releases via email, please reply to Becky Grisham, MCGA Director of Communications.   If you would like to be added to your email distribution list please send us your name, organization, address and phone number.

 

This Talking News Release is being distributed by ZimmComm. Pease provide to the appropriate reporter or editor at your organization or to others who will be interested in the content.  If you do not wish to receive future Talking News Releases, please contact Chuck Zimmerman or you can telephone him at 573-896-5842 or by mail at 1600 Skyview Dr., Holts Summit, MO  65043.   
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