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ARGO TRACTORS TO RESTUCTURE U.K. OPERATIONS  

Company will transfer assembly operations to facilities in Italy 
At a Glance

ARGO Tractors — part of ARGO S.p.A, — plans to phase out the assembly of McCormick tractors at its plant in Doncaster, U.K. and transfer these functions to other ARGO Group facilities based in Italy. The transfer, phased by product family, will begin in March 2007 and is expected to be completed by year-end. The move will significantly improve the company’s manufacturing efficiencies and strengthen its ability to operate successfully in the agricultural market.
Norcross, Ga — December 19, 2006 – (AgNewsWire) ARGO Tractors  — part of ARGO S.p.A, — has announced plans to restructure business operations in the United Kingdom in order to strengthen the McCormick product line and global business operations.

Specifically, ARGO plans to phase out the assembly of McCormick tractors at its plant in Doncaster, U.K. and transfer these functions to other ARGO Group facilities based in Italy. These facilities feature a strong workforce that is experienced with the McCormick product line. The transfer, phased by product family, will begin in March 2007 and is expected to be completed by year-end.  

There are no changes to the McCormick product or in component manufacturing — only the assembly function is being moved.

As a result, the U.K. operation will be designated as a company-owned distribution center providing sales and support to the growing U.K. market. Furthermore, the site will continue to serve as a global service parts operation. 

“Our objective is to see that the McCormick name continues to grow and perform in the global marketplace,” said Simeone Morra president of McCormick USA. “In order to stay competitive, 
we have to continually review the way we structure our business and, most importantly, control our operating costs by improving efficiencies where possible.”  

Earlier this year, McCormick International successfully completed the restructuring of its St. Dizier facility in France. This facility is responsible for the design, development, manufacturing and assembly of transmissions for McCormick products. This restructure is already providing positive benefits to the McCormick business.

“We are convinced that the restructure process will significantly improve manufacturing efficiencies and strengthen our ability to operate successfully in the agricultural market, positioning the company for a stronger future,” says Morra.
More information on McCormick products and services can be found on the company’s Web site at www.mccormickusa.com or by e-mailing McCormick at salesinfo@mccormickusa.com.
###
Landini and McCormick tractors are distributed in the U.S. by McCormick International USA, Inc., a division of ARGO Tractors and part of ARGO S.p.A., a holding company owned by the Morra family in Italy. The Morra family has been operating in the agricultural mechanization sector for three generations. The ARGO Industrial Group has global sales in excess of $950 million and more than 3,200 employees. The ARGO family of farm machinery brands includes: Fella, Gallignani, Landini, Laverda, McCormick, Pegoraro, Sep, and Valpadana.

.
MCCORMICK and the MCCORMICK LOGO are registered trademarks of McCormick International USA
 in the U.S. and/or other countries.
LANDINI and the LANDINI LOGO are registered trademarks of the ARGO Group in the U.S. and/or other countries.
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