Knights of Columbus Meeting

March 9, 2005
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm by Grand Knight Al Meyer.  22 members were present including 12 officers.  The Grand Knight led the Council in the Opening prayer and the singing of the opening ode.

Financial Secretary Mark Ruether reported a membership of 276 which includes one new member since February then presented an Honorary Membership to Grand Knight Al Meyer.

Treasurers Report: Treasurer Doug Porting reported a February 28, 2005 balance of $18,607.72 including $5,709.69 in the Building Fund. A motion was made by Frank Kempker and seconded by Al Rush to accept the Treasurers Report as presented.  The motion carried.

FS Mark Ruether read the bills.  A motion was made by Al Rush and seconded by Jim Purcell to pay the bills as presented.  The motion carried.

Grand Knight Report:  GK Al Meyer reported gross receipts from the chicken dinner to be $4113.  The annual VIP dinner will be held on April 1.  A motion was made by Frank Kempker and seconded by George Benjamin to donate $500 for half a table to be used to seat seminarians.  The motion carried.

- The April 3 Breakfast will be sausage, biscuits, gravy and eggs.  Help is still needed.

We will prepare and serve four meals for the April 9-10 Deacons retreat at the Cathedral. This includes lunch and supper on Saturday, April 9 and breakfast and lunch on Sunday, April 10.  More help is needed on these two days.

- The annual Teachers Appreciation dinner will be held at the Helias Council on April 12.  A motion was made by Dave Gramlich and seconded by Doug Porting to pay one-third of the cost of the dinner.  (The other two-thirds will be paid by St Peters and Immaculate Conception).  The motion carried.  GK Al Meyer will present the check for $2600 for the Chicken Dinner proceeds to St. Joseph Cathedral School at that time.

- The State Convention Steak Fry will be held on April 29.  We need a member at the Capital Plaza to sell tickets.

- The State Horseshoe Tournament will be held August 20-21 in Jackson and the State Golf Tournament will be held August 6-7 in O’Fallon. See Al Meyer for details or to sign up.

- GK AL Meyer read a request from Fr. Robert Kurwicki for a donation of $200 from our council to defray the cost of t-shirts for the annual Diocesan 6th Grade Vocation Day.  A motion was made by Frank Kempker and seconded by Al Rush to donate $200.  The motion carried.

- Chaplain Fr. Kurwicki asked for one Knight per hour for the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on Saturday, March 19.

- The Knights of Columbus Day of the Unborn Child will be held on April 4th.  GK Al Meyer will request that Fr. Kurwicki include this at the 8 am mass.

Unfinished Business: Dale Highfill discussed the highway cleanup.  Our Council has adopted a section of the new Highway 179 from Route C to Christy Dr. The signs are up so we need to schedule a pickup.  Dale will make arrangements for our first pickup on Saturday, April 16 beginning at 8 am. The Council then  viewed a video from MoDOT regarding highway cleanup.

- Richard Burkemper reported on the discount cards. He has received approval from St. Joseph and St. Peter schools and is waiting approval from Immaculate Conception and St. Stanislaus schools on their participation.  Richard has 9 restaurants but plans to have 15 by the end of the week. The cards will take 1-2 weeks to be printed and should be ready for distribution by April.

- FS Mark Ruether reported that Helias Council has not presented the $4,551.35 check to the Carmalites for the fish fry.  Al Meyer will speak to the Helias Grand Knight to encourage them to make the presentation soon.

New Business: The St, Joseph Men’s Association was recently dissolved.  They had been sponsoring the Boy Scout troop.  Our Council will take over sponsorship of the Boy Scouts and  Rusty Johnson will be our liaison with the Boy Scouts. 

- Dale Highfill is working on a project with State Farm Insurance that will provide office furniture from offices that are being closed.  This furniture will be donated by State Farm but will need to be picked up and transported by us.  Dale spoke with Fr. Kurwicki and Fr. is interested in acquiring the donated furniture. If this occurs, our Council will be asked to rent a truck and transport the furniture. 

Field Agent Larry Hoelscher reported on benefits and asked for help in recruiting new members.  April is Membership Blitz month.  We will have a 1st Degree Initiation at our April meeting, 

District Deputy Rich Clarkston reported that State Program reports are due to him.  Bring used cameras and computers to the state convention for the computers and cameras for life campaign.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:14 pm by GK Al Meyer followed by the Closing prayer and singing of the Closing Ode.

Al Rush won the 50/50 drawing and Andrew Thomczak was drawn for the Attendance pot but was not present so the pot is increased to $70 for the April meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Mike Hoffmann,

Recorder

