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Focus on Communications for the Renewable Energy Industry

March 17, 2009 – AgNewsWire - Important communications lessons learned from the biofuels industry’s fall from grace will be presented at the upcoming Communicating Renewables Summit, April 21-23, 2009 in Minneapolis, MN.

The biofuels industry went from “Darling to Devil” in less than a year - but better industry communications could have helped control the damage and may still be able to make repairs.  Meanwhile, other alternative energy products like wind, solar, geothermal, and hydrogen need to be prepared for the same potential attacks.  

“This conference is designed to help communicators evolve the skills they are going to need to be successful in communicating why consumers should adopt their product,” said Summit coordinator Joanna Schroeder with 4R Communications.
The Summit will concentrate on three important lessons for the renewable energy industry:  creating key messages that resonate with consumers; unifying with “one voice, one message”, and preparing an Issues Management Plan in advance of attacks.

Presenters include Matt Williams, partner in The Martin Agency, which created the campaign "Unlikely Alliances” for Al Gore's “We Can” initiative; and Eileen Wixted of WPNT, a well-known strategist and communication trainer who helps clients navigate brand-damaging issues and prepares them to face hostile media.

One of the keynote speakers for the event is Greensburg, Kansas Mayor Bob Dixson, who has presided over the rebuilding of his town destroyed by a tornado as the first “green community.”

Other speakers include Dr. Robert K. Musil, author of "Hope for a Heated Planet”; alternative fuel vehicles advocate Chelsea Sexton of the documentary “Who Killed the Electric Car?”; Sean O’Hanlon, executive director of the American Biofuels Council; and Tom Collina, executive director of 2020 Vision.  

The full conference program and registration information can be found on-line at www.communicatingrenewables.com.


[image: image2.png]Communicatin

RENEWABLES



