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This release contains links to audio files that may be easily downloaded for your broadcast or web use. Just click on the file name after the quote to listen and download the audio files. While online your media player should automatically open and play the file which you can then download to your hard drive.  Use your media player’s “file” and “save as” features. We recommend Windows Media Player.
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Pronunciation guide:  Tom Slunecka (SLEN-i-ka)
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
JEFF SIMMONS NAMED RAHAL LETTERMAN TEAM ETHANOL DRIVER

Ethanol industry continues it’s consumer awareness efforts through Team Ethanol
Omaha, Neb. (April 4, 2006) – Rahal Letterman Racing (RLR), one of the leading open-wheel race teams in North America, along with Ethanol Promotion and Information Council (EPIC) today announced the selection of Jeff Simmons as the driver for No. 17 Team Ethanol Honda/Panoz/Firestone.  

Simmons will replace the late Paul Dana who lost his life in a practice accident March 26 and EPIC Executive Director Tom Slunecka says this will carry on the mission that Paul began to demonstrate the performance of ethanol to consumers and mechanics through racing. 
“By continuing our presence here at the Indy Racing League (IRL) we are communicating the value of ethanol to all drivers across the United States.”
According to Slunecka, it was through Paul Dana’s determination that ethanol became the performance fuel of choice for the Indy Racing League.
“Paul was more than just a race car driver to the ethanol industry.  He helped to bring this initiative to life and we will continue to do everything we can to promote ethanol in racing, primarily here at the Indy Racing League.”  
Slunecka says they are confident that Jeff Simmons has the qualities they were looking for in a new driver for Team Ethanol.
“In speaking with Jeff early in the process of looking for a replacement, we found that he is a very articulate young man, he is highly educated, and he has a firm belief that he can win at this highest level of motor sports.  Put all of this together and we believe that he will be an excellent spokesperson for ethanol.”

Simmons, a native of Connecticut, has one of the best IRL Indy Pro Series (IPS) records, with a history of seven victories.  Being chosen to drive the Team Ethanol car for Rahal Letterman is a bittersweet break for the 29-year-old driver.   
"I am honored to have the opportunity to join Rahal Letterman Racing and to promote the message and need for the clean, renewable fuel ethanol,” Simmons said.  “Rahal Letterman Racing is one of the best teams I could ever hope to be associated with and I truly appreciate the faith that Bobby and the Team Ethanol sponsors have placed in me. The manner in which I got this great opportunity is not lost on me - the fact that Paul Dana passed on for me to get this chance to help make my dreams come true. I really think the best way for me to honor him is to try to carry on the message and the cause that Paul believed so deeply in."
Simmons’ experience in the IPS includes running four seasons and finishing as the championship runner-up in both 2003 and 2005. In addition, he has made two IRL IndyCar Series starts, including a run at the Indianapolis 500 in 2004 for Mo Nunn Racing. Simmons won the season-opening IPS race in 2006.

His first race in the No. 17 Rahal Letterman Racing Team Ethanol Honda/Panoz/Firestone car will be at Twin Ring Motegi in Japan on April 22, 2006.

Team Ethanol is comprised of the Broin Companies, Fagen Inc., ICM and 25 other companies who have joined together in a voluntary industry-wide coalition that represents over half of the industry. Ethanol is a high-octane, high-performance fuel that is clean burning, renewable and made in America. As a growing component of the United States gasoline supply, it delivers improved vehicle performance for all passenger cars and trucks while reducing emissions and improving air quality.

To learn more about ethanol, consumers can visit www.drivingethanol.org.

# # #

About EPIC

The Ethanol Promotion & Information Council (EPIC) is an alliance of ethanol producers and industry leaders who have come together to spread the word about the benefits of ethanol through information and promotional programs. EPIC is a nonprofit organization and is overseen by a seven-member board of directors. For more information about EPIC, visit www.drivingethanol.org.
This Talking News Release is being distributed by AgNewsWire. Please provide to the appropriate reporter or editor at your organization or to others who will be interested in the content.  If you do not wish to receive future Talking News Releases, please contact Chuck Zimmerman or you can telephone him at 573-896-5842 or by mail at 1600 Skyview Dr., Holts Summit, MO  65043.
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