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Pronunciation guide:  Tom Slunecka (SLEN-i-ka)
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Ethanol Needs to Step Up to the Plate as 
Major Markets Phase Out MTBE

Anaheim, CA (March 3, 2006) (AgNewsWire)  Corn growers meeting in Anaheim, California for the annual Commodity Classic this week were upbeat about the increased demand for ethanol as a replacement for MTBE as an oxygenate in major population areas primarily in the East coast as well as Dallas and Houston, Texas. This is occurring even as concerns are being raised about tight supplies and higher prices.

Tom Slunecka, executive director of the Ethanol Promotion and Information Council, or EPIC, says that the ethanol industry will soon be in a critical six-month time period that will determine whether many markets decide to choose ethanol as their replacement for the long term.

“We certainly do hope that ethanol makes a good impression in these markets and that there’s no concern over its ability to enrich the fuels from a pricing standpoint.  We really need to make sure that the transition happens smoothly and that consumers are aware and happy about the product.”

That is the goal of EPIC, which is an alliance of ethanol producers, farmer-owned cooperatives, corn grower groups, and other industry partners.  Slunecka’s message to corn growers and other ethanol industry players is that they need to be very focused in these major markets now on reaching out to consumer influencers, such as mechanics, gas stations and car retailers.  

“I don’t think we’ve had a more critical point in time where we need the support of the ethanol industry.  These are very large markets; when we look at the east coast market and Dallas for example, we are talking millions and millions of consumers and it simply takes a volume of materials to communicate to those folks.”

Slunecka says the industry just needs to get through the current short supply situation quickly and ramp up production to bring prices down and meet consumer demand.

“Ethanol like every other industry is supply-demand driven and we have a very large increase in demand for our product right now so it is driving prices of ethanol up.  The ethanol industry is building to this challenge so that within 18-24 months we will have enough capacity to handle this new market and prices will level out.”  

EPIC’s membership continues to grow to meet this challenge and Slunecka urges any organization or company with a stake in the production, distribution or use of ethanol to become involved. 
#   #   #

About EPIC
The Ethanol Promotion & Information Council (EPIC) is an alliance of ethanol producers and industry leaders who have come together to spread the word about the benefits of ethanol through information and promotional programs. EPIC is a nonprofit organization and is overseen by a seven-member board of directors. For more information about EPIC, visit www.drivingethanol.org.
This Talking News Release is being distributed by AgNewsWire. Pease provide to the appropriate reporter or editor at your organization or to others who will be interested in the content.  If you do not wish to receive future Talking News Releases, please contact Chuck Zimmerman or you can telephone him at 573-896-5842 or by mail at 1600 Skyview Dr., Holts Summit, MO  65043.
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