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Image File:
(gw-101-team.jpg)  The Global Warming 101 Expedition team poses under the ethanol sponsor banner during a kick-off event in St. Paul, MN on January 27.  Will Steger is in the center.
(will-fagen-jeff.jpg)  Will Steger (front left) poses with Ron and Diane Fagen of Fagen, Inc. and Team Ethanol Indy Car driver Jeff Simmons (back left) during an expedition kick-off event in St. Paul, MN on January 27.  

Pronunciation guide:   Will Steger (STEE-gur)

Ron Fagen (FAY-gun)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Ethanol Powers Global Warming Expedition

Ethanol Enhances Explorer’s Education Efforts
Ely, Minn. – February 16, 2007 (AgNewsWire) Dogs may be pulling the sleds for world-renowned arctic explorer Will Steger’s latest expedition but the trip will be powered in a large part by ethanol.

When Steger was looking for sponsors to support his Global Warming 101 expedition, he decided that the ethanol industry would be a natural choice.  

"I've been talking up the benefits of ethanol for 18 years," Steger said.  "I wrote a book in 1988 and in that book I talked about ethanol as being one of the solutions.  It's best for our economy and our national security and above all supporting our people in the rural areas.”

So, Steger approached Ron Fagen, president of Fagen, Inc. in Granite Falls, Minn., about the idea last year and Ron not only jumped at the opportunity he brought the Ethanol Promotion and Information Council (EPIC) on board as well.  

“Will’s been doing a lot of research on ethanol and what excited him about it, I believe, is that it’s a good, clean, environmentally-friendly fuel,” said Fagen.  “Will Steger’s expedition is tremendous.  The timing couldn’t be more perfect.  This is a person that people listen to and this is a person to help get the message out.  We need to do something about this, so we’re going to support him.”

Steger says the purpose of the trip is to put a human face on the issue of global climate change by drawing attention to the people who are the first to be affected by it.

“We plan to give the Inuit, or the Eskimo people, a voice. They are at ground zero of global warming. Their entire culture is changing along with all the wildlife that they evolved around. These are innocent victims of global warming,” said Steger. “We need to see that global warming is real and that it is affecting other people.”
Steger and his team will join four Inuit hunters on a 1200-mile, four-month-long dogsled expedition across the Canadian Arctic’s Baffin Island.  Each day, the team will use innovative technologies to post video, images, sounds and text to the www.globalwarming101.com website, and communicate with online participants in an educational curriculum, according to team member and educator Abby Fenton of Boston, Mass.

“Right now we have six lesson plans that are all aligned to national standards that are available for free, easy to download, for junior high through high school and then we have a set of over 50 activities based on global warming and those are also free,” said Fenton. There are also a variety of other educational materials on the website, all of which will be updated on a regular basis throughout the expedition.

Fenton says the lessons on the website will document the affect of global climate change on the Inuit people to educate young people about a culture they often learn nothing about in school. In addition, the educational materials on the website include actions that individuals can take to make a difference, such as using ethanol-enriched fuel.

“It’s not that ethanol is the end-all solution to global warming, but it’s a step toward a whole new way of thinking,” Fenton said. “So, we’re really excited about that partnership, something people can do that is out there now and available.”
Global Warming 101 recently announced that Sir Richard Branson and his son Sam Branson, along with renowned mountaineer Ed Viesturs, will be joining the team on the last leg of their journey, from late April to the end of the expedition in May 2007. 

Branson, world adventurer, entrepreneur and environmentalist, has already established his desire to confront global warming by investing in alternative fuel research and exploring ways his own companies can respond to the crisis internally, in particular within his airline transportation fleet and fuel sources. Branson is also an advocate of ethanol as a transitional fuel source. 

Viesturs, high altitude adventurer who is best known for being the first American and 5th person to climb all fourteen 8000 meter peaks without supplemental oxygen, will be joining the team as an additional veteran explorer and adventurer. 

Much more information about Global Warming 101 can be found on the website www.globalwarming101.com.  Links to the expedition are also featured on EPIC’s website www.drivingethanol.org and the Fagen Inc. website www.fageninc.com.  In addition, little stuffed polar bears and t-shirts are available for sale on the EPIC website, with proceeds going to help support the expedition.

###

About Global Warming 101:

Educators and explorers Will Steger, John Stetson, Elizabeth Andre and Abby Fenton will join four Inuit hunters on a 1200-mile, four-month-long dogsled expedition across the Canadian Arctic’s Baffin Island.   The expedition will depart from Iqaluit, Baffin Island, capital of Nunavut, for a 1200-mile journey starting during the second week of February 2007.   Updates from the expedition will be posted to the www.globalwarming101.com website daily during the trip.
About Will Steger

Expedition leader, educator, polar explorer, photographer, writer and lecturer, Will Steger has become a voice calling for understanding and the preservation of the Arctic.  Find out more about his accomplishments at www.willsteger.com. 
About Fagen Inc.

Fagen Inc., a family-owned heavy industrial construction company headquartered in Granite Falls, Minnesota, is the largest design-builder of ethanol plants in the nation. Over the past 20 years Fagen has constructed nearly two-thirds of all the ethanol plants in the U.S., and the company has an additional 30 ethanol plants under construction today. For more information, visit www.fageninc.com.  
About EPIC: 
The Ethanol Promotion and Information Council is a nonprofit organization of ethanol producers and industry leaders who have come together to spread the word about the benefits of ethanol through information and promotional programs. To learn more about the ethanol, visit www.drivingethanol.org.
