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Image File:  (epic-corvette.jpg)   Reece Nanfito of EPIC and Tom Slunecka of KL Process Design Group pose with one of the Corvette Racing team cars sponsored by EPIC that will be using cellulosic ethanol produced by KL during the 2008 American Le Mans Series.


Pronunciation guide:   Reece Nanfito (Nan-FEE-tow)

Tom Slunecka (SLEN-i-ka)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Cellulosic Ethanol to Premiere at Sebring

KL Process Design Group to Supply Cellulosic Ethanol to 

American Le Mans Series

Sebring, Fla. (January 29, 2008) –  In a technological breakthrough for both renewable fuels and racing, cellulosic ethanol will be used for the first time in motor sports this year, paving the way for eventual consumer use of the biofuel.
KL Process Design Group (KL) of Rapid City, SD, will supply the American Le Mans Series with cellulosic E85 racing ethanol for the 2008 season. The fuel, produced from waste wood, will be used for the first time during the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring on March 15.  Corvette Racing will be the first team to use the cellulosic-based flex-fuel ethanol in competition.

Through the marketing partnership with the Ethanol Promotion and Information Council (EPIC), the American Le Mans Series will drive awareness of ethanol among consumers through its use of both E10 and E85 ethanol.

“We could really find no greater stage to have the first use of cellulosic ethanol than the American Le Mans Series,” said Reece Nanfito, senior director of marketing for EPIC.  “Obviously this is going to be a great demonstration that this fuel is available here and now, it is not a fuel that is five years or ten years down the road.  The next generation of ethanol has really arrived today with this announcement.”
Nanfito says EPIC is also pleased to be sponsoring the E85 Corvette Racing team.  “Corvette is certainly an American icon and E85 will give the Corvette Racing team an opportunity to benefit the performance on track with the benefit of reducing the impact on the environment as well.”

Tom Slunecka, Vice President of Business Development for KL Process Design Group, says providing cellulosic ethanol for the Le Mans Series brings it one step closer to consumer use.

“The reason that we brought the very first, very valuable gallons of this fuel to the American Le Mans Series was to demonstrate the power that this fuel has at home with every consumer,” Slunecka said.  “Because the American Le Mans Series cars are the closest to production-style cars in the world of racing the relevancy of performance here is immediate and direct to that of consumers.”

The plant providing the fuel is located in Wyoming and is the first commercial cellulosic ethanol facility operating in the United States. Slunecka says the base material being used for the production of the fuel is Ponderosa pine collected from the forest floor in and around the Black Hills National Forest.

“What’s key about this is that this material would otherwise be composted in landfills or simply burned, creating more pollution in the air and a higher risk of forest fires,” said Slunecka.  “But biomass exists everywhere across the country and this plant’s process will allow us to use everything from waste cardboard to tree trimmings collected in urban areas to wood waste that is built up at sawmills.”
Cellulose is the primary structural component of green plants, making up the primary cell wall.  Special enzymes break down cellulose in biomass materials and turn it into sugars that are then fermented and processed into cellulosic ethanol. Cellulosic ethanol, like grain-based ethanol, is a renewable fuel source that can be used in today’s cars. Cellulosic ethanol can also be produced from other sources of biomass such as agricultural waste, switchgrass or citrus pulp.
###

To learn more about the ethanol, visit www.drivingethanol.org

To learn more about the American Le Mans Series, visit www.americanlemans.com

To learn more about KL Process Design Group, visit www.klprocess.com
