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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

EPIC Hires New Executive Director

Omaha, Neb. (March 4, 2008 - AgNewsWire) –  The Ethanol Promotion and Information Council (EPIC) has a new executive director. She is Toni Nuernberg, who comes to EPIC from ACA International in Minneapolis where she worked for 29 years, the last 12 as Chief Operating Officer of ACA International Holding Company Inc. and its for-profit subsidiaries.

Nuernberg says when she decided to make a career move she was looking for an exciting new industry with lots of potential.

“Clearly the ethanol industry is that and so much more,” she says.  “The thing that struck me about it was that every person that I talked with about this position from the CEOs of the member organizations to the staff was their passion and the excitement that they feel about this industry.”

Nuernberg is impressed with the progress EPIC has made in just three short years of existence.

“I think it’s pretty amazing.  That’s one of the things that intrigued me,” said Nuernberg.  “They’ve put the necessary resources into making it as successful as it’s been in just three years so I am sure that it is going to continue and become even a larger player in the industry.”

Tom Branhan, EPIC Board President and CEO and President of Glacial Lakes Energy, is pleased they were able to hire such a qualified and competent leader for the organization.

"On behalf of the EPIC board and staff we are excited to have Toni as the new executive director," Branhan said. "Toni is joining a very strong team and will be taking EPIC to new heights as the industry rapidly advances."

Nuernberg’s first goal is to develop a strategic plan.

“There are three things that we have to do.  We have to assess where we are currently, we need to determine what we want to do moving forward and then we need to put the plan together to move forward and that has to happen through strategic planning,” she says.

She encourages ethanol stakeholders who have not yet joined EPIC to do so.

“The message of ethanol and getting the community at large to be thinking about ethanol, going to the pump and requesting it and using it – that’s going to take a unified effort of the industry and they need to participate in that and become members.”

Nuernberg has a degree in accounting, organizational behavior and communications. She is also an active member of the American Society of Association Executives and served for five years on the board of directors and executive committee of the Midwest Society of Association Executives.
# # #
About EPIC: 

The Ethanol Promotion and Information Council is a nonprofit organization of ethanol producers and industry leaders who have come together to spread the word about the benefits of ethanol through information and promotional programs. To learn more about ethanol, visit www.drivingethanol.org. 
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