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The results are in: Headline disease control yield advantage ranges from 12 to 15 bu/A in corn 
and 4 to 8 bu/A in soybeans in 2006
This release contains links to audio and document files.  Control+click to download and listen to file on your media player.  Use “file” and “save as” features to save file to hard drive.  If you need to download a media player, we recommend Windows Media Player.
Audio Files – mp3 format:
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 (:17) Gary Fellows, BASF on Headline 2006 results
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 (:30) Darrel Good, U of IL on increasing corn demand
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 (:15) Gary Fellows, BASF on increasing yield
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 (:15) Gary Fellows, BASF on grower feedback
Background Information – Word doc format:

Backgrounder Asian soybean rust – What happened in 2006.doc 
Fact Sheet Headline corn and soybean - Dec. 2006.doc 
Technologies such as Headline key as corn demand accelerates
RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK, N.C. (December 21, 2006) – In 2006, thousands of growers across the country made the decision to protect their crops from disease and enhance overall production with               Headline® fungicide. In more than 1000 on-farm corn trials and 750 on-farm soybean trials, Headline produced consistently higher yields, positive returns on investment and even shattered world records.
“The 2006 results are in and they show how Headline helps growers maximize their output per acre,” said Gary Fellows, Technical Marketing Manager for corn and soybean fungicides and herbicides at BASF. “The average yield advantage of Headline treated corn ranged from 12 to 15 bu/A, while Headline treated soybeans trials showed a 4 to 8 bu/A advantage in 2006.” Fellows and his team have been crunching the comparative yield numbers for the 1750 on-farm trials since harvest results started coming in.  
The impressive yield advantage confirmed by the 2006 Headline on-farm trials is significant as demand for U.S. corn continues to grow, fuelled by ethanol production, domestic livestock feed use and exports. 
In fact, University of Illinois Extension economist Darrel Good recently noted that with demand for U.S. corn accelerating, “there is a need to encourage a large increase in U.S. corn acreage in 2007. “ But, Good added, “We won’t be able to meet rising demand with increased acres alone. It’s also important for average yields to continue to increase on a long-term trend of at least 2 bu/A per year, and perhaps to accelerate beyond 2 bu/A per year if we are to meet expected demand.”

The industry continues to look ahead to a number of promising technologies to help boost production output on existing acreage. Headline® fungicide is one such technology that is proving it can increase the output per acre.

This year, Headline helped Kip Cullers of Purdy, Missouri, break the world record for bushel per acre yield on soybeans. Cullers harvested his world record soybean crop after treating his plants with aerial applications of Headline. Cullers produced soybeans yielding an average of about 120 pods per plant and over 139 bu/A, by far the highest yield average of soybeans ever recorded by the USDA.

“Every bloom on a soybean plant is a potential pod,” said Cullers. “You don’t want any disease pressure out there and no stress. That’s the most important thing in maximizing yield.” Cullers, who regularly competes in the state and national yield contests, notes, “We use Headline in all of our competition corn and soybeans. It’s the best fungicide with the most research and data backing it up.”

“Increasing yields and finding ways to increase the overall production of corn and soybeans is increasingly valuable to growers and our economy,” said Fellows. “This year, results once again prove that using Headline is an essential part of any program and helps growers to get the most out of what they put in the ground.”

The key behind the success of Headline lies in its excellent disease control, the most important contributor to Plant Health™. Corn treated with Headline showed stalk strength resulting in less lodging and fewer dropped ears, which meant a faster and easier harvest. Additionally, the corn yield and seed quality was improved, with less grain loss. “Growers frequently commented that Headline treated corn produced the best looking corn in their fields: greener plants with improved seed quality, more beans and pods per plant, resulting in greater yield in the combine,” said Fellows.

For more information about Headline® fungicide and other BASF crop protection products, visit www.agproducts.basf.com.

With sales of €3,298 million in 2005, BASF’s Agricultural Products division is a leader in crop protection and a strong partner to the farming industry providing well-established and innovative fungicides, insecticides and herbicides. Farmers use these products and services to improve crop yields and crop quality. Other uses include public health, structural/urban pest control, turf and ornamental plants, vegetation management, and forestry. BASF aims to turn knowledge rapidly into market success. The vision of BASF’s Agricultural Products division is to be the world’s leading innovator, optimizing agricultural production, improving nutrition, and thus enhancing the quality of life for a growing world population. Further information can be found on the web at www.agro.basf.com.
BASF is the world’s leading chemical company: The Chemical Company. Its portfolio ranges from chemicals, plastics, performance products, agricultural products and fine chemicals to crude oil and natural gas. As a reliable partner to virtually all industries, BASF’s intelligent system solutions and high-value products help its customers to be more successful. BASF develops new technologies and uses them to open up additional market opportunities. It combines economic success with environmental protection and social responsibility, thus contributing to a better future. BASF has over 95,000 employees and posted sales of more than €42.7 billion (approximately $50.4 billion) in 2005. Further information on BASF is available on the Internet at www.basf.com.  
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