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Paul Rea :54 (. . .increase their yield.) (Rea is pronounced Ray)
Steve Bowe :29 (. . .step forward.)
Dr. Larry Steckel :53 (. . .in my mind.)
Dr. Dan Westberg 1:22 (. . .need up front.)
Dr. Bob Wolf 1:00 (. . .making those applications.)
 
 
BASF highlights ‘The Science Behind the Future of Weed Control’
New innovations and comprehensive management strategies key to managing resistant weeds
 
(NASHVILLE, TN – AgNewsWire) As the growing season nears, glyphosate resistance is expected to once again be a key threat to crop yields in fields throughout the country. To kick off the 2012 Commodity Classic, BASF Crop Protection and industry experts today presented research, innovations and techniques to help prepare growers for the future of weed control at the sixth annual “Science Behind” media symposium.
 
New innovations
The event provided media a closer look at the new innovation in development, Engenia™ herbicide, an advanced dicamba formulation with low-volatility characteristics for improved on-target application. Engenia will help control more than 100 of the annual broadleaf weeds that farmers are battling in their crops today, including glyphosate-resistant Palmer amaranth, waterhemp and marestail.
 
Field research has confirmed the advanced formulation will provide excellent efficacy and crop tolerance. As well, Engenia will be an important new tool in the fight against herbicide resistance, offering an additional herbicide site of action for post-emergence control of broadleaf weeds in dicamba-tolerant crops.
 
“As the industry leader, BASF is dedicated to providing solutions, technical support and educational tools to help growers implement a weed management program based on herbicide best practices,” said Paul Rea, Vice President, U.S. Crop Protection, BASF. “We encourage growers to be proactive in their weed resistance management and to utilize herbicides with different sites of action. New advanced options like Engenia will be a key to success to help growers maximize yields and preserve their farmland for future generations.”
 
According to Steve Bowe, BASF Biology Group Leader, who presented the details during the media event, Engenia will be available for use with the dicamba-tolerant cropping system currently in development and is expected to be commercialized first in soybeans by mid-decade.
 
Experts outline future of weed control
Fifty percent of growers surveyed by BASF reported dealing with resistant weeds. With 13 different species of glyphosate-resistant weeds now in 27 states – and with an increasing number of weeds that have stacked resistance to multiple sites of action – the media symposium was an important event for delivering vital weed management information to the industry. Along with Rea and Bowe, event presenters included: Larry Steckel, Ph.D., University of Tennessee; Jeff Stachler, Ph.D., North Dakota State University/University of Minnesota; Bob Wolf, Ph.D., Wolf Consulting & Research; and Dan Westberg, Ph.D., BASF Technical Market Manager.
 
At the event, speakers highlighted the importance of utilizing multiple sites of action as a top best practice to manage existing resistant weed populations and reduce the likelihood of resistance development.
 
“I often tell our growers to think back to 2003, 2004. Those were the good old days for weed control. It is never going to be that simple again,” said Steckel. “We’ve lost glyphosate on a lot of these key weeds, so we need to use an integrated approach that includes cultural and chemical strategies – like using different herbicide sites of actions.”
 
Westberg noted that using multiple sites of action in a growing season is just one piece of the puzzle to complete weed management. Scouting, proper planning, and cultural and mechanical strategies should also be considered. In addition, on-target herbicide applications enhance the efficacy of herbicide applications.
 
To help educate growers on proper application technique, BASF is partnering with Wolf Consulting & Research to launch the On Target Application Academy, a one-of-a-kind, hands-on series of education training programs for growers. The On Target Application Academy is an opportunity for growers to learn herbicide application best practices that help mitigate spray drift and achieve the most effective weed control possible with today’s emerging product and equipment innovations.
 
“Herbicide applications require a lot of attention to detail,” said Wolf. “I’m proud to partner with BASF to give growers the knowledge and tools that will help them be the best stewards of their herbicides and fields that they can be.“
 
Partner in weed resistance management
BASF is a grower’s number one partner for managing weed resistance by providing more corn and soybean herbicide sites of action than any other crop protection company.
 
The launches of OpTill® PRO herbicide and Armezon™ herbicide, as well as the advancement of Engenia herbicide and Zidua® herbicide, demonstrate the commitment of BASF to provide growers with new chemistries and products to maximize their yield potential and proactively manage resistant weeds.
 
The BASF portfolio of herbicide products offers growers a variety of innovative solutions to address weed control challenges. These products include:
 
• OpTill PRO herbicide – a premium residual option (PRO) herbicide for use in soybean to battle grasses and broadleaf weeds, particularly glyphosate-resistant waterhemp and Palmer amaranth. OpTill PRO combines OpTill® herbicide, powered by Kixor® herbicide technology, with the same active ingredient as Outlook® herbicide. Three sites of action provide growers with enhanced burndown and residual control of grasses and broadleaf weeds, such as glyphosate-resistant waterhemp, which emerges throughout the season.
 
• Armezon herbicide – a post-emerge herbicide solution for corn, Armezon controls problematic grasses and broadleaf weeds such as common lambsquarters, waterhemp, giant foxtail and crabgrass – including those with resistance to glyphosate, triazines, PPOs and ALS inhibitors. Armezon helps growers maximize their yields by controlling tough, yield-robbing weeds while being safe to all corn types.
 
• Engenia herbicide – an advanced formulation of dicamba under development for control of more than 100 annual broadleaf weeds found in crops. Engenia will provide a new tool for farmers battling herbicide-resistant weeds, like Palmer amaranth, waterhemp, ragweed and marestail. Engenia will be used with the dicamba-tolerant soybean system, currently in development. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) approval of Engenia is anticipated in a parallel time frame with commercialization of the dicamba-tolerant soybean system.
 
• Zidua herbicide – a new soil-applied herbicide, Zidua will be a new class of chemistry that allows growers to better protect their fields with long-lasting residual control of small-seeded broadleaf weeds and grasses, including problematic glyphosate-resistant Palmer amaranth and waterhemp. Initially, Zidua will be labeled for use in corn in 2012. Future label expansions will include uses in soybeans, as well as wheat.
 
• Kixor herbicide technology – offers complete, broad-spectrum control of more than 70 of the toughest broadleaf weeds, including ALS, triazine, and glyphosate-resistant biotypes. Kixor powers a family of unique products designed to maximize broadleaf control, providing a new weed management solution for more than 30 crops, including OpTill, OpTill PRO, Sharpen® herbicide, Treevix® herbicide and Verdict™ herbicide.
 
For more information on herbicide best practices, please visit http://agro.basf.us/stewardship/herbicide-best-practices.html.
 
For more information on BASF Crop protection products, visit http://agproducts.basf.us, like us onFacebook and follow us on Twitter.
 
About the Crop Protection division
 
With sales of €4.0 billion in 2010, BASF’s Crop Protection division is a leader in crop protection and a strong partner to the farming industry providing well-established and innovative fungicides, insecticides and herbicides. Farmers use these products and services to improve crop yields and crop quality. Other uses include public health, structural/urban pest control, turf and ornamental plants, vegetation management, and forestry. BASF aims to turn knowledge rapidly into market success. The vision of BASF’s Crop Protection division is to be the world’s leading innovator, optimizing agricultural production, improving nutrition, and thus enhancing the quality of life for a growing world population. Further information can be found on the web at www.agro.basf.com or follow us on twitter:www.twitter.com/basfagro
 
BASF – The Chemical Company
 
BASF Corporation, headquartered in Florham Park, New Jersey, is the North American affiliate of BASF SE, Ludwigshafen, Germany. BASF has more than 16,000 employees in North America, and had sales of $19.9 billion in 2011. For more information about BASF’s North American operations, visitwww.basf.us.
 
BASF is the world’s leading chemical company: The Chemical Company. Its portfolio ranges from chemicals, plastics, performance products and crop protection products to oil and gas. We combine economic success, social responsibility and environmental protection. Through science and innovation we enable our customers in almost all industries to meet the current and future needs of society. Our products and system solutions contribute to conserving resources, ensuring healthy food and nutrition and helping to improve the quality of life. We have summed up this contribution in our corporate purpose: We create chemistry for a sustainable future. BASF posted sales of about €73.5 billion in 2011 and had more than 111,000 employees as of the end of the year. Further information on BASF is available on the Internet at www.basf.com.
 
Engenia and Zidua are not registered by the U.S. EPA and are not available for sale. This information is for educational purposes only and is not intended to promote the sale of this product. Any sale of this product after registration is obtained shall be solely based on the EPA-approved product label, and any claims regarding product safety and efficacy shall be addressed solely by the label.
 
Always read and follow label directions.
 
Armezon, Engenia and Verdict are trademarks of BASF.
Kixor, OpTill, Outlook Sharpen, Treevix and Zidua are registered trademarks of BASF.
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