[image: image1.wmf]



News Release








February 7, 2007
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contacts:
Rich Panowicz – Valmont 

     (800) 825-6668 ext. 3343 

     rjp@valmont.com
Cullen West – Ayres Kahler 
(402) 441-4711 
cwest@ayreskahler.com
VALLEY TOUTS ENERGY-WISE OIL HYDRAULIC-TO-ELECTRIC PIVOT CONVERSIONS

VALLEY, Neb. (AgNewsWire) - Electricity is the most convenient and versatile form of energy to run center pivots, requiring approximately 75 percent less energy to operate than oil hydraulic-drive pivots.  Efficient oil hydraulic-drive-to-electric-drive conversion packages from Valley are specifically engineered for oil hydraulic-drive machines, providing a solution that looks as good as it performs.

With electricity available as a power source in nearly every commercial agricultural corner of the world, more than 95 percent of the world’s center pivots are electric-drive machines.  Many of the remaining oil hydraulic-drive machines in the field were designed to run endguns without booster pumps at the end of the machine.  This requires higher water pressure at the pivot, which translates into higher energy costs for the grower.  With an oil hydraulic-drive-to-electric-drive conversion from Valley, an efficient electric booster pump can be added along with a low pressure sprinkler package to save the grower 20-40 psi in operating pressure in most cases.

An oil hydraulic-drive pumping unit must provide a constant 1750-1800 psi operating pressure regardless of machine speed.  Electric-drive machines provide power only when needed, thus reducing the overall energy costs.  Under certain operating conditions, the savings to run electric-drive vs. oil hydraulic-drive center pivots can equal thousands of dollars over several years.  Rich Panowicz, aftermarket sales manager for Valmont Irrigation, said Valley’s engineers have spent many hours perfecting the conversion process.  “Valley now offers an engineered solution which has been proven in field tests to be reliable and durable, while being cost effective,” he said.

Converting oil hydraulic-drive machines has never been easier.  Valley’s unique adjustable design allows adaptation to different models, allowing conversions to machines of all ages.  With components that retrofit pivots without requiring in-field modifications, Valley control panels that are easily installed with fingertip control at the pivot point and the ease of remote operation available through the Tracker or BaseStation2, Valley offers the most comprehensive oil hydraulic-drive conversions in the industry.

Valley supports its electric-drive conversion program with the most extensive warranty in the business.  Each converted machine carries an 8-year, 8,000-hour non-prorated drive train warranty when Valley gearboxes are used.  Other warranted work includes: 2-year tower control box warranty, Pro2 5-year and Select 3-year control panel warranty and 1-year warranty on other conversion components.

The Valley brand has been recognized worldwide as the leader in sales, service, quality and innovation since Valmont founded the mechanized irrigation industry.  This leadership position is demonstrated by sales of more than 145,000 center pivots, linear and corner machines worldwide.  Valley equipment irrigates approximately 6 million hectares (15 million acres) around the world.  The Nebraska-based company remains dedicated to providing innovative solutions now and well into the future.
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