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For Immediate Release
Ag Relations Council Announces Membership Drive, Improvements
 

New Prague, Minn., April 5, 2010 -- The Agricultural Relations Council is encouraging agricultural public relations professionals to take a fresh look at the revitalized ARC organization by offering a special membership rate for new members this spring. Until the end of April, a new one-year membership in ARC can be purchased for $100, a saving of $75 off the cost of regular membership dues. ARC is a national association of public relations professionals working in agriculture, food, fiber, renewable ag-based fuels and supporting industries.

 

The special rate for new members offers a great opportunity for agricultural public relations professionals to see the many improvements and changes that have been adopted by the organization. This includes a revamped Golden ARC Awards program, a redesigned Web site (www.agrelationscouncil.org), a fresh new logo and a host of new ideas. Organized in 1953, ARC is the only organization with its sole focus being agricultural public relations work. ARC provides a medium for the exchange of ideas, professional development, and a closer working relationship among those involved in public relations in the food and fiber industry.

 

“Clearly, ARC is re-energized to meet the challenges and opportunities of this new era of agricultural communications,” said ARC President Deron Johnson. “We have made a lot of improvements to make ARC relevant at a time when farmers and ranchers, in addition to the companies and organizations they work with, are taking steps to actively communicate about agriculture. It’s all about public engagement and ARC is fully equipped to serve the people who will help lead this charge -- agricultural public relations professionals.”

 

According to Johnson, ARC is actively seeking involvement from people who especially want to assist in the continued transformation of the organization, as well as the field of agricultural public relations.

(MORE)
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“At a time when many more farmers and ranchers are seeing the importance of making communicating about agriculture a formal part of their business plans, those of us who have that as our full-time job description have to elevate our game. Likewise, that’s true of any organization representing professional agricultural communicators,” Johnson said. “We invite all qualified professionals to join us in this endeavor and we are specifically looking for people who share our passion for agriculture, who speak our common language and share our mission.”

 

Membership in ARC provides the opportunity to secure a deeper base of knowledge regarding the food and fiber industry, public relations strategies and winning tactics. Membership benefits include an annual meeting, seminars and workshops, eligibility for the Golden ARC Awards program, networking opportunities and events at allied organization meetings.

 

“Membership in ARC is a tangible way for ag PR professionals to support their mission while recharging their creative batteries and picking up some new tools,” Johnson said. “There has never been a better time to join ARC.”

 

In addition to the offer for new ARC members, the organization has developed a “laddered membership offer” that will provide a significant cost savings for organizations, companies and firms that wish for more than one staff member to be active in ARC. Dues for the first member from any entity is $175, the second is just $100 more. For the third member and beyond from any single entity, dues are reduced to only $75 per individual.

 

Here is a link to a membership application for new and renewing members. 
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